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HAPPY 75th!

SEVENTY-FIVE, and stronger than ever — That’s
Meccano!

Yes, Meccano celebrates its Diamond Anniversary this

year, for it was on 9th January 1901 that the late
Frank Hornby, the inventor of the system applied for
his first patent on the unique idea that was later to be
given the now-famous name of “Meccano”. Prior to this,

Mr. Hornby, as a keen amateur engineer, often made toys
for his two sons, Roland and Douglas. He soon learned,
however, that like all children, the boys might play with
a toy for a while, but tire of it after a few days and
want something new to play with. How much better,
he thought, if, when this,K happened, he could simply
dismantle the toy and re-assemble the parts in a different
way to make a new toy. This led him to experiment with
perforated, interchangeable components and, in due
course, Meccano was born.

Hornby always based his experiments on true engin-
eering principles. In fact, in applying for his British
Patent he claimed officially that his was the original
application of the basic principles of engineering to a
metal constructional mechanical toy, and it was on this

basis that the Patent was granted.

[t was of course the ‘“Meccano” idea which was
patented in 1901. The actual name, Meccano, was not
coined until 1907, the system before then being marketed
under the name ‘“Mechanics Made Easy™. It is thus the
75th Anniversary of the idea which we are celebrating this
yvear — and the Company certainly plans to let everyone
know about it! We have designed a special Anniversary
Plaque (illustrated above) and this will be featured in
every Meccano advertisement and on every piece of
promotional literature produced during the year. Any
radio or television advertising we might do will mention
the Anniversary. in fact everything we do will feature
it in some way if at all possible. The Plaque, itself, for
instance — a giant Meccano-style baseplate 14’ x9%2°x2%”,
with bright chrome lettering — will take pride of place
on the Company Stand at the Brighton and Nuremberg

Toy Fairs and it will also be displayed at many other
exhibitions and promotions around the country which we
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will be attending during the year. In short, we will lose
no opportunity to spread the word!

There are not many products which can claim an
unbroken history of 75 years. There are fewer still
which can claim that, even after 75 years, the product
is more successful than ever. Meccano can! As most
MMQ readers will know from ‘the difficulty of obtaining
spare parts, the demand for Meccano over the past year
or so has literally out-stripped our é::mductiun capacity!
As 1 say, therefore, 75 yvears — and stronger than ever!

Before signing off, I, on behalf of all of usat Binns Road,
would like to wish all MMQ readers, advertisers and
contributors a very happy and prosperous New Year. I
would also like to thank everybody who sent us Christmas
Cards. These were sincerely appreciated and I am only
sorry that we could not reciprocate. However, it would
have meant so many cards and such postal costs that
the magazine would have been bankrupted! Hope you
understand — but thanks, again .........

CONTENTS

Collectors Corner.

16. Grandaughter Clock.

20. Past Masters.

23. Dinky Toys News

24, Meczcano Club Roundup.

The Caitsn |




MECCANO
Magazine

2
IT HAS LONG been my habit, : -- |

when extolling the virtues of Meccano

modelling, to claim that, no matter

what subject anyone cares to mention,

the chances are that someone, some-

where, has produced a Meccano model
of equipment in that field. I believe
" W rr
with Spanner

this to be true, though I do not
claim that I have myself seen examples
of everything. On the contrary, I do
periodically come across something
which is new to me, from a Meccano
point of view, and our first item this
1ssue 1s one such example — a Photo-

hic Enla . 1h bef .
seen such a modelin Meccano. though ( © A section for readers from readers O

some readers may have done so, and
[ am therefore particularly pleased to

include the photograph reproduced
here.

The Enlarger is the work of
Mr. G. Haydn-Davies of Arnold, Notts,
who tells me that it started out really
as a fun item. "It is only a simple
model,” said Mr. Haydn-Davies, “In
that it is a fixed likeness, rather than
a working model. Construction is
straightforward, the enlarger head

being attached to the pole by an
arrangement of short Angle Girders
and Trunnions. Hidden parts to give
weight to the base consist of (second
hand) Flat and Flanged Plates — new
stock where it shows! A final and
possibly controversial point is the use
of my wife’s cooking weights at the
base of the pole for added stability,
these, too, being located in Flanged
Plates and Trunnions. Agreed,” con-
cluded Mr. Haydn-Davies, “A rigid
Meccany given sufficient time and e

parts!” Above, a 3-speed and reverse Gearbox designed as a teaching demonstration unit |
by Mr Adrian Hall of Liverpool. It features an operating “H-gate” gear-change 1
movement. Below left, a Meccano subject new to ‘Spanner’ is this Photographic
Enlarger designed and built by Mr G. Haydn-Davies of Arnold, Notts.

himself, here; his Enlarger may not placing these with standard parts. |
be the most advanced model it is |

I
possible to produce, but it is certainly Construction of the supporting I
a well-proportioned and pleasing re- framework is fairly obvious from the .
production based on a most unusual illustrations. Two §%2” x 2%’ Flanged 1

subject. Plates 1, a half-inch separating them,

are connected together by a third
DEMONSTRATION GEARBOX 515 x 21" Flanged Plate 2. Bolted to

Moving on to a constructional each end flange of Plate 2 is a
item, now, we have a 3-speed and 31%” x 2%’ Flanged Plate (Numbered
reverse  Gearbox  designed Dby 3 in one case and 4 in the other),

Mr. Adrian Hall of Liverpool. Mr, Hall edged by Angle Girders as shown, and
is an educationalist in Liverpool and  braced by 3” Strips. Another

he developed the Gearbox as one of 3% x 2%” Flanged Plate 5 is bolted
a series of demonstration models to to the top of one Plate 1, through
illustrate the basic mechanical prin- the second row of holes, then the

ciples of a motor car. It is deliberately upper flange of this Plate is conn-
“stretched out” for demonstration ected to the upper flange of Plate 4
purposes in group situations, but it by 2%” Angle Girders 6, using the
is nonetheless an interesting unit slotted holes of the Angle Girders.
which incorporates an “H-gate” gear- Bolted between the ends of Girder 6
change lever. Before déscribing it, are two 1%" x %” Double Angle
however, I must stress that it includes Strips 7, the securing Bolts also
one or two non-standard parts, but  fixing 2% Strips 8 between the
Mr. Hall has suggested ways of re- Double Angle Strips, on the inside of
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A partially-built view of the 3-speed and reverse Gearbox showing the frame
with the layshaft fitted, but with the main shaft, selector Rods and gear lever

omitted.

their lugs. Two 1” x %7 Angle
Brackets 9 are then bolted one to
the centre of the top flange of each
Plate 4 and 5, these projecting inwards
the fullest extent permitted by the
slotted holes in the Brackets and they
are prevented from swinging sideways
by a %4 Angle Bracket beneath the
Bracket in one case and by a Fish-
plate 10 in the other case. Before
tightening everything up, check that
the gap between|Angle Brackets 9 is
sufficient to allow the width of an
Axle Rod to slide through easily,

while ensuring that the gap is not
more than 7/32”.

Towards the other end of the
frame, fixed to the top of Flanged
Plate 1 through the third row of
holesisa 2%” x 1%4” Flanged Plate 11
spaced from the Plate by a 124" Strip.
The upper flange of this Plate is
connected to the upper flange of
Plate 3 by 2 Strips. Two 17 x 14”
Angle Brackets are then bolted to
the upper corners of Flanged Plate 3,

the long lugs of these Brackets in
turn being connected by a 216” x 1”

Double Angle Strip 12, the securing
Bolts also fixing selector rod retaining
springs 13 in place. In Mr. Hall’s unit
these are special parts, made from|old
Ilexible Plates cut and bent to shape,
but he mentions that readers should
be able to devise some sort of spring-
loaded pad, the aim being to prevent
the selector rods moving of their own
accord, e.g. by vibration or tilting of
the unit.

The layshaft, supplied by a
62" Rod, is journalled in the third
row centre holes of Plates 3 and 4 and
it carries, in order, two Washers, a
S/-teeth Gear Wheel 14, a 17 Gear
Wheel 15, a Washer, a 1%4” Strip 16,
a 2 Pinion 17, a 2% x 14 Double

Angle Strip 18, another %4” Pinion 19,

and a second 2%, x %" Double Angle
Strip, the lugs of which are connected
to the lugs of Double Angle Strip 18
by Fishplates. The positions of the
components, particularly the direct-
lons in which the gear bosses point,
are shown in the accompanying ill-
ustrations. A Collar behind Plate 3
holds the layshaft in Ela::e* In mesh
with|Pinion 19 is a ¥4 Pinion on a
1’2" Rod journalled in the adjacent
holes of the Double Angle Strips
and held in place by another ¥
Pinlon 20 on the inner end of the
Rod, leaving enough end play to allow
the Rod and thus the gears to revolve

freely. This arrangement provides the
reverse gear.

An adjusting arm 20A consists
of two Fishplates pivotally connected
together by a 3/8” Bolt, but sep-
arated by three Washers on the Bolt,
One Fishplate is bolted to Double
Angle Strip 18 and the other to a

Corner Angle Bracket fixed to nearby
Plate 1.

Situated above the layshaft is the
main shaft, consisting of the input,
centre and output shafts. The input
shaft on Mr. Hall's original unit —
bearing in mind its demonstration
nature — is provided by a 3¥%”

A
B

"
=
]
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Crank Handle journalled in Flanged
Plates 3 and 11. It carries, on the
inside of Plate 3, a %4 Pinion, which
meshes with Gear Wheel 14 and a
Coupling 21, the Crank Handle pro-
truding only half way into the bore
of the Coupling. (Mr. Hall used a
special coupling here, but this is not
necessary.)

Free to revolve in the remaining
bore of the Coupling is the centre
shaft which is provided by a Rod
with Keyway, which is also journalled
in the end hole of Strip 16 on the
layshaft. Free, in turn, to revolve on
the Keyway Rod is a Socket Co upling
22, in the inner end of which a 1’
(Gear Wheel 23, fitted with a Keyway
Bolt, is fixed. The Socket Coupling
should slide on the Rod and should
locate easily over the end of Coupling
21. A peg to engage in the slot of
the Socket Coupling is screwed into
one end threaded bore of the Coupling,
but note that this must not grip
the Keyway Rod revolving inside the

Coupling. Mr. Hall used a special peg,
but a Meccano shouldered bolt (from
a U/V Coupling ‘spider’) would do the
jJob — or a standard Bolt suitably cut
down. Another Socket Coupling 24,
this one carrying a 57-teeth Gear
Wheel 25, fitted with a Key Bolt, is
free to slide on the Keyway Rod on
the output side of Strip 16. Fixed on
the end of the Rod is a Coupling 26,
the Keyway Rod again projecting
half way into the bore of this
Coupling. Note that the fixing Grub
Screw should make contact with the
non-keyway side of the Rod. Fixed
in the remainder of the Coupling is
the output shaft, provided by a 4”

- Rod journalled in Flanged Plates 4 and

5, with Washers being carried on the
Rod between the Coupling and Plate 4
to provide any necessary spacing. A
slight amount of end play should
remain along the whole main shaft

assembly and everything should run
as freely as possible.

.Sh'ding selector rods are provided
by two 8" Rods 27, mounted in the
second holes from the ends of Double
Angle Strip 12 and the corresponding
holes in Flanged Plate 4. Collars,
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to the fantastic models illustrated on
this page — 3 Land Rovers and a
“Shed”. I use the word ‘fantastic’
quite deliberately, here, because all
the models have been built by a

4“.1”4, MWLJ#& t . * ey & R ‘;" \fiI tll E.H.}" to t EH}" b li_ﬂ d. f o1 }r EH.ISI ThE'r'}"'
et e PR B B R T b e BRI BT B are the work of Gerald Hutton of
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, who, in view
of his disability, I do not hesitate
to describe as one of the most
amazing members of the whole
Meccano fraternity.

- A prolific constructor, Gerald
builds his models either from his
imagination, from verbal descriptions
given to him, or from memory (he
has not always been blind). The three
beautiful Land Rovers, for instance,
are built from memory and I think
all readers will agree that their quality
speaks for itself. They reproduce an
Open Pick-up, a Breakdown Recovery
Wagon and an enclosed ‘hard top’
version and all are fitted with radiator
grille, front and rear bumpers with
towing attachments, headlamp, side
lamp and stop/tail lamp represent-
ations, radio aerial, seating, steering,
wing mirrors, etc. There is even a
representation of a radio under the
dashboard in the cab! The Breakdown
Wagon is complete with a working
winch and a simulated warning light

on the cab roof. The Work Shop

open Pick-up, a Breakdown Truck and an enclosed ‘hardtop’ version. The -

models are all the more remarkable as Gerald is blind!
I —

positioned as shown on the Rods
act as “‘stops’” to prevent excessive
movement. (On the prototype, special
chamfered collars were used, but
standard Collars will suffice equally
well.) Carried on each Rod is a
selector fork 28 simply provided by 1- 2
two 1%%” Rods fixed in the end 4- 4  5-12b  2-31 3-11lc
transverse bores of a Coupling, the 2- 5 2-13a 80-37 1-116

Rods engaging in the waist of one or 2- 6 1-14 8-37¢ 1-125

other Socket Coupling 22 or 24, 2- 6a 1-15 32-38 2-126

Fii{ed on dth% ﬂutpufFEle ﬁfpfach %*- gb %-%Sh 1-46 1-126a
selector rod, between Flanged Plates - 9c  1-17 2-48  2-133a . T
4 and S, are two %” Pulleys 29, | 2- 9 418a 248a 1.136a |  Was built from his imagination and
with a gap between them (slightly 1- 9f 1-19p 1-51 1-154b L e I S
more than the diameter of a Rod) 510 1-19s 3-52 1-79 "ﬁ"’EI actually completed, the picture
and so positioned on the Rods that, 2-11  4-23a  3-53  1-230 AAIEVES c;th tﬁ dibﬂ o Elﬂﬂﬁg.ﬁl?‘gml"
with the Rods in the centre of their 1-12  §-26 6-59 2-231 ortioned building with a sliding door,

Angle Brackets arranged to form a
reversed angle bracket.

PARTS REQUIRED
1-12a  2-27a 4- 63

permitted movement, the gap between
the Pulleys co-incides with the gap
between Angle Brackets 9. The approx-
imate positions of the Gears and
Pinions on the lay and main shafts is
evident from the main illustration
and their exact positions can be det-
ermined later when the gear selector

lever is fitted.

FANTASTIC!

Giving a full description of
Mr. Hall’s Gearbox has used up most
of my alotted space, but I still have
enough room remaining to mention
a couple of other things which I am

sure will be of interest. I would first

guttering and a fuel bunker at the
side, complete with opening lids.

The Work Shop and Land Rovers

are only a few of the many models
Gerald has built, but they speak
volumes for his skill!

OIL-DRILLING SHIP
Also reproduced here is a photo-

In building the gear lever unit, two graph of an Oildrilling Ship built

of all like- to draw your attention
Trunnions are bolted one to each

Double Angle Strip 7, the securing

Bolts in the inner case also fixing a e o
F Iﬂt T Iﬂﬂﬂi ﬂ n 3 D i]] p ﬂ sit i ﬂ n . FI'!w ﬂ B R e R e e e B R I e

Double Brackets are lock-nutted, one
to the apex of each Trunnion, then
the lugs of the Double Brackets are
connected by 1" Corner Brackets 31.
Lock-nutted in turn through the apex
holes of these Corner Brackets is a
Large Fork Piece, in the boss of which
the gear lever is fixed. The lower end
of the gear lever should pass through
the gap between Angle Brackets 9
and locate between Pulleys 29 as
desired. A Handrail Coupling is fixed
on the upper end of the gear lever,
as shown, then a bracing strip is

finally bolted to Flat Trunnion.30, its

other end being attached to the upper . P RS St el L
flange of Flanged Plate 3 by two W |

Another amazin 2
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by Mr. F. D. Aria of Dalkeith,

Plt}alll';ﬁhgalfi, 11]; th; S.a;l;:sma,I District

0 1a. It is based on the Japenese- . .
built ship “Sagar Samrat” and, as ng:llti afdte]::aﬂqd
can be seen, it 1s a large and detailed Rrone. O E]'l:’.ﬂ'
model which reproduces the real  Srilling  ship
thing rather well. Don’t let the legs nglgﬂ; Samrat
fool you, by the way. The real ship uilt t? er E.D.
does float, but, when on site, it is I;A]im ﬂh Dﬂ.kﬂllﬂ&*
jacked up out of the water on its WERCABRIL, NG

; . 1a. Below, young
four giant triangular legs. Andrew I:ﬁcksun

Built entirely from Meccano, the of Hackett, A.C.
model stands some 6ft high, is 5Aft T., Australia pie-
long and is 2ft wide. The working tured with a
drill is driven by an electric motor as model Tank he
also are the ship’s propellors, and the  built with his
model sports no less than six cranes, plastic Meccano
all working. Mr. Aria tells me that it 300 Set.
took him three months to complete,
working two hours a day, and, al-
though he has not produced a full
breakdown of the components used,
he does know that it uses more
than 3,000 Nuts and Bolts! Actually,
knowing that Meccano is almost im-
possible to obtain in India because of

import_restrictions, I was rather sur-

prised to see such a large model from
an Indian reader. Studying the photo-

graph, however, I see that many of
the parts used date back many years,
therefore Mr. Aria presumably
obtained much of his collection when
things were easier, or perhaps even
outside India. The Model is thus
living proof of Meccano’s long-lasting
properties!

UP-AND-COMING..........

Finally, I just have time to mention
an up-and-coming young enthusiast,

Andrew '‘Nickson of Hackett, A.C.T.,
Australia, who was only seven years
old when the accompanying photo-
graph ‘was taken (in mid-1974!)
Andrew’s dad sent me the photograph,
together with details of a very real-
istic Tank Andrew had built from
his Plastic Meccano 300 Set, and I
thought the photograph so appealing
that I have been looking for an
opportunity to include it in these
pages. I haven’t had a chance before
now, but better late than never!
Andrew will be aged eight or nine

by now, but I would still like to
congratulate him on the realism of

that first Tank. Well done, Andrew!

* * *

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!

Of Nostalgic Interest.....

In the April 1975 MMQ, we reviewed a publication
entitled “Collecting Meccano Dinky Toys”, compiled
irom old Meccano Magazines pages by Mr. Ronald Truin
and published by the Cranbourn Press Ltd., 7 Cecil Court,

London W.C.2. Mr. Truin has now released a further
addition to his ‘Meccano Magazine Digest’ series, entitled

“Hornby Dublo Trains 1938 - 1939 and, although the
Digest is not directly concerned with Meccano modelling —
nor do we now manufacture model railways — we felt

that it would be of great nostalgic interest to many
Meccano enthusiasts.

Intended to cover the first year of our Hornby Dublo
operation, the contents of the Digest are in the form of
first-class reproductions of selected editorial pages and
advertisements from old Meccano Magazines, arranged in
chronological order and running from September 1938
until December 1939. Produced in an upright format,
measuring 11” x 8%” it contains 36 pages, plus cover,
and is printed in black-and-white on quality glossy art
paper with stiffer cartridge paper covers.

A publication of great interest for those who mourn
the passing of Meccano’s Hornby Dublo Trains (as
opposed to the current “Hornby Railways >’ system manu-
factured by Rovex Ltd.), it is available direct from the
Cranbourn Press priced at £1.50.
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The Author’s ex-office filing cabinets will even accom-
modate non-Meccano Parts!

THOSE WHO have had Meccano since they could
walk may not realise the effects that the hobby has on
a person. Only those who have taken it up somewhat
later in life are able to see the real difference between
Meccano people and non-Meccano people.

When I was a lad, I got my kicks from a packet of
Trix, a system little more versatile than the Meccano
“X”-Series of the!1920s, but bearing a strong resemblance
to it due to the fact that Trix inspired the “X-Series!
I started with “ElemenTrix”, a set comprising Units
“A” and “B”, and spent many hours with what was
referred| to as my “Meccano”(!), building arrows and
park benches.

A bit later in life (after the additions of several
extra packets), I aspired to an “ElecTrix”~ which was
somewhat akin to the Elektrikit. I was fond of my
Trix outfit; in fact I had many heated arguments with
a Meccano-owning colleague at school as to the respective
virtues of the two systems, but then Trix fell by the

wayside — in favour of Bayko!

Those early vyears were of course formative, and

left me with a basic understanding of rather crude
mechanics and an interest in electromagnetics, both of
which were to lay dormant for many years.

The point of all this is that Trix did not spark off
anything — other than arguments in the playground.
For the real thought-revolution I had to wait until I
discovered Meccano, and then there was what I can
only describe as an explosion of awareness. After less
than a week with a No.5 Set, I was sticking my nose
into everything to see how it worked; every mechanism
I came across was not allowed to leave until 1t had
surrendered its innermost secrets. Why did this explosion
occur with Meccano and not with Trix?

You may suggest that I was not very receptive or
inquisitive when I was younger, but surely, apart from
cats, little boys are the most inquisitive creatures on
earth, especially where wheels and handles are concerned.
No, I think that the lack of versatility, realism and
possibilities of the Trix system prevented it from relating
to the real world, and that’s why i1t remained just a
toy; whereas Meccano immediately relates to the world

and becomes a means of expression, fostering an interest
in everything.

But to my mind, the most important psychological
facet of Meccano is the compulsion engendered in the
serious constructor for getting things right.

ISCELLANY

x w *

Among other things,
MIKE NICHOLLS
mentions ‘another

construction system’!

A Meccano engineer will spend all day building and
re-building an assembly to get it right, and of course
this is bound to ““rub off” on his attitude to other
things in life, until the person in question takes a
pride in a job well done, and will only leave a job when
it is well done to the best of his abilities. This attitude,
ceupled to experience with Meccano, generates confidence
to tackle everyday jobs that would otherwise appear
to fearful. The Editor and myself both confess to being
able to tackle “jobs on the car” etc. with far more

confidence thanks to experience with Meccano.

So, what makes Meccano relate so well to life?
Frank Hornby always maintained that his construction
system was the only one based on real engineering
principles: in other words, he went to a good deal of
trouble to get it right, even if it cost a bit more. The
result was the system of ‘“real engineering in miniature”
that (with a few modifications) has lasted 75 years.

It is now very difficult to imagine the world without
Meccano, Apart from the recreational uses, the system has
found a firm place in research and development the world
over, and has been the unwitting parent of a vast
utilitarian. progeny in the form of slotted angle, shelf
racks, pegboard, etc. The full effects of the first 75
vears of Meccano are impossible to tabulate, but the
world would be a much different place without it,
and as we enter the year when we shall be especially
thinking of the genius of Frank Hornby, let us remember
that he did what he did without the benefit of an

upbringing on Meccano!

STOW IT!

There comes a time in every enthusiast’s life when
he finds that his outfit has outgrown its storage system,
and a reorganisation must take place. My outfit out-grew
successive sizes of toolbox, and eventually became housed
in Meccano 10 Set Cabinets. These Cabinets are indeed an
elegant — not to say near-ideal — way of storing Meccano
parts, but as I said, there comes a time .............

For instance, where in a 10 Set Cabinet do you store
twelve Flanged Rings, or a veritable explosion of Double
Angle Strips? The answer is, of course, that you can’t:
the Meccano Cabinet was not designed to do so; so
where do we go from here?

There are many solutions, and I must stress that
one outlined here is not presented as being suitable for




everyone, but it suits me fine, and the information may
set others thinking of ways to solve their own problems.

From our local secondhand shop, I purchased, for a
few pounds, the pair of four-drawer ex-office filing cabinets
seen in the pictures. As you will notice, the drawers are
about half as deep as in usual filing cabinets and are just
right for storing Hub Discs and Circular Girders on end.
This generous depth allows many of the same type of part
to be stacked on top of each other, without being too
deep, as would be a normal filing cabinet drawer. Cardboard
or plastics boxes of suitable sizes may be used to section
off the inside of the drawer and, if boxes of similar
height are used, a second or even a third layer may be
installed in any one drawer.

I have found the filing cabinets ideal for my require-
ments; in fact I am so satisfied that when it comes (and I
shudder at the thought) to extending the storage of the

outfit further, I shall look for more units of this type.

What is more, they are fitted with a security lock

which allows one to safeguard one’s most treasured
possession!

EXHIBITIONMANIA

We are truly in the age of the Meccano exhibition.
Hardly an MMQ goes by without a report on a “highly
successful and rewarding” or ‘“‘very popular and well
attended™ exhibition at which ‘“‘countless models were on
show” or “the public expressed astonishment™,

Without wishing in any way to belittle the truly
magnificent efforts of the present-day organizers, both
In Britain and overseas, I think that I should point out —
before the next claim for the “biggest”, “best attended”
or “longest-running non-company organized” exhibition
i1s published — that in Meccano Magazine for May 1931
there is a report of an exhibition organized by the
Newcastle-on-Tyne Meccano Club and Branch of the
Hornby Railway Company, that is worth consideration
in any “Brown Ale Book of Meccano Exhibition Records™.

Mike Nicholls has overcome the undeniable problem of
storing a healthy Meccano collection with this pair of
ex-office filing cabinets. They accommodate even large

and unwieldy parts admirably.
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This view, looking down into two of the Author’s
cabinet drawers, gives a good idea of the space available

by showing how easily parts such as large Flanged
Rings, 6” Pulleys and Hub Discs are accommodated.

The said exhibition was the second to be held by that
club and

... the officials and members worked very hard in
fitting up the hall ... and when all was ready they
filled the benches with an imposing array of Meccano
models constructed by themselves or by entrants in
the many competitions that had been organized in
connection*with the exhibition,

A remarkable gathering was present when ... (the)
Lord Mayor of Newcastle-on-Tyne opened the ex-
hibition. The Lord Mayor payed a wonderful tribute
to Meccano and ... told (those) present that on
leaving the hall he was going to an assembly of
civil engineers, and expressed his intention of telling
them that ... (they) were only grown-up Meccano
boys, and their bridges, dams and other structures
were simply full scale Meccano jobs!™

[t appears from the MM report that this exhibition .

was started in a most uynusual way. Instead of all the
models being in operation before the doors were opened,

all was quiet until after the cgbening ceremony when . ..
*, .. a signal was given and the motors were switched
on, revealing the fact that the most of the models on
view actually worked.

“The exhibition remained open for ten days. The
many working |[models were regularly demonstrated
by members of the club and, in addition, two
Hornby Railway layouts were in active operation
ractically throughout in accordance with a care-
ully planned timetable. The efforts of the members
were rewarded by a wonderful attendance. In spite
of snowy weather, over 15,000 visited the exhibition”.

Well, the way things are going, someone will soon
be able to claim “longer than ten days”, or “more than
15,000 people” (and remember, this was purely a Meccano
exhibition); but one statistic over which those lads from
Newcastle-on-Tyne will never be beaten is the fact that . ..

“... the most interesting event of the (opening)

evening undoubtedly was the address of Mr. Frank

Hornby ... (who) made a special journey north in

order to be Jaresent, and he delighted everybody in

the great audience by his romantic account of the
invention of Meccano and its amazing development”.

Now follow that!
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WHEN THE Meccano idea was
invented 75 years ago moon rockets
and space travel were subjects of
pure science fiction, flights of fantasy
rarely consideréd by theaverage down-
to-earth person of the period. Today,
space flight is an established reality
— and Meccano is right there with
it! Featured here is a Space Rocket
and Mobile Support Gantry which
make bang-up-to-the-minute subjects
for modern-minded modellers, Both
Rocket and Gantry are built from a

single No.5 Meccano Set.

Dealing first with the Rocket, the
‘motors’ are represented by four 1”
Pulleys with boss fixed by 3/8”
Bolts to a 3" Pulley 1, boss upwards
in the rocket base. The Bolts are
passed through diametrically opposite
outer-row circular holes in the face
of the 3” Pulley and into the bosses
of the 1” Pulleys where they are
locked by the Pulley Grub Screws.

Attached to the top face of the 3"

The completed Space Rocket and
Mobile Launching Gantry built from
a
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“BLAST OFF!"”

says Spanner’

with this SPACE ROCKET
built from a No.5 Meccano Set

Pulley, through two opposite large
elongated holes, are two Trunnions,
each spaced from the Pulley by a 1”
Pulley without boss on the securing
%" Bolt., The head of the Bolt
actually projects beneath Pulley 1,
the Trunnion and Pulleys being fixed
together in the centre of the Bolt
shank by Nuts. Bolted to the vertical

flanges of the Trunnions are two
Flanged Sector Plates 2 which are

themselves extended ten holes ulli—
wards by 5%” Strips 3. Bolted to the
centres of these Strips i1s a ring 4
made up of four Formed Slotted
Strips, the securing Bolts also helping
to fix a 2%” x %" Double Angle
Strip S to each Strip 3 in the position
shown,

Also secured to ring 4, at 90° to
Strip 3, are two 4%” x 22" Flat
Plates 6, each centrally overlaid by
a 121 Strip 7. Bolted to each
Strip 7 in the position shown is a
214" x 1% Double Angle Strip 8,
the lower securing Bolt helping to
hold a 4%4” x 2¥2” compound flexible
plate 9 (built-up from two 2%5” x 272"
Flexible Plates) in place., The com-
pound plate is curved to shape and
the corners bolted to Flanged Sector
Plates 2. Also bolted to each Strip 3
in the position shown is a Flat
Trunnion 10 which overlays the upper
edge of a 2% x 134’'Plastic Plate 11,
the securing Bolts also fixing two
Obtuse Angle Brackets in place, Bolted
to the spare lug of each of these
Angle Brackets is a 2% x 1%”
Triangular Flexible Plate 12 which
serves as one of the Rocket fins.

Now fixed to the upper ends of
Strips 3 are two 532" x 214” Flexible
Plates 13, each securing Bolt also
fixing a %" Plastic Pulley (acting as a
thick washer) and an Angle Bracket
to the inside of each Plate. Bolted
to the spare lugs of the Angle Brackets
is a 37 Pulley 14, then the Plates
are curved to shape and secured to

Strips 7.

The tapered nose of the Rocket is

produced from two 4%” x 23"

Flexible Plates 15 bolted to the
pper edges of Flexible Plates 13,

u
being fixed by their lower corners

through the second holes from the
ends of Plates 13 in each case. The
upper corners of Plates 15 are simply
bolted together, full 'use of the
elongated holes being made to obtain
a good taper, The taper is extended
upwards by two 232’ x 1% Plastic
Plates 16 and two 2%2" x 214" Flexible
Plates 17. (If the Rocket is built
from the exact contents of a No.J5
Set, Plates 17 are supplied by a
214" x 234" Curved Plate and U-section
Plate, opened out as necessary.) The
nose is then further extended by

four 5%” Strips 18, the upper ends
of two of which are connected to-

gether by a Double Bracket, the
remaining two Strips being connected
together through their fourth hole
from the top by another Double
Bracket. Journalled in the Double
Brackets is a 32" Rod held in place
by a Spring Clip beneath the lower

A general view of the Mobile Gantry
with the blast shields turned to allow
movement of the Crank Handle.
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