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Watch out for the exciting scale model aircraft cover, and a report
on the National Model Flying Championships. Also, in September
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MAKING MODELS WITH M AMO n

STEAM ENGINES

FAVOURITES
with
model engineers

There are three ways you can go about making models with
Solarbo Balsa . . . (1) Buy a kit. Most of the leading model air-
craft and boat kits are based on Solarbo Balsa, and we also
produce our own special kits* . . . (2) Just design your own
models to build in Balsa . . . (3) Build from plans. Each way
adds up to the same thing—the best models are always made

from SOLARBO Balsa because Solarbo Balsa is the world’s best

SPECIALLY SELECTED AND GRADED FOR MODEL BUILD-
ING. We can even help you with plans for models that are

different. Use the coupon below to take advantage of this T e
SPECIAL OFFER to ‘* Meccano Magazine '~ readers. S UL ST

* SOLARBO GYRO-
KITE (rotary wing kite)

/6, and the SOLARBO
FLOOGELKITE 15/6.
Available from your local
model shop. If ordered
direct from Solarbo,

please add 2/6 post.

e — — — — — — S— [ — — —) — — | — — l
r— PLANS PRICE: ANY FOUR I/-; ANY TWELVE 2/6
] Please send me the 4/12* plans marked. | enclose Postal Order [
l value /- 2/6* as per your special Meccano Magazine offer. I
® Delete which is not applicable. l
] ] TIDE CALCULATOR ] WORKING MICROMETER l
| ] TWO-STROKE ENGINE ~] MODEL ACRE & HOUSES
| 1 TEMPERATURE CONVERTER [ ] EGYPTIAN COMPUTER }
S ?IL'::E::ETLER % ﬂi‘fﬂfjﬁ&ﬁ T M ] Give I_‘uim a fascinating live steam engine for
] UNIT COUNTER ] NESTING BOX | powering models, boats and miniature tn_uls. Or
] MAGIC SQUARES ] KON TIKI RAFT a life-like steam roller. Or a traction engine that
] CUBES ] NORMAN CASTLE | will run for a third of a mile in ten minutes.
] TOWER OF HANOI ] SCALE HUMAN FIGURE l Mamod steam models are quality-engineered
| for fun with safety. Prices from 37/9 to 119/6 at

leading toy and sports shops.

|
|
|
|
l
|
|
|
|

Solarbo - R

_- Malins (Engineers) Ltd,, Thorns Road
CQuarry Bank, Brierley Hill, Staffs.
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Can you name these new
ships of the Royal Navy?

2

l HMS Valiant. A nuclear powered submarine de-

signed to hunt and destroy enemy submarines. She
can patrol at high speed—and circle the world
without coming up for breath.

HMS Leander. One of the Navy’s new general
purpose frigates that can do duty as an anti-
submarine and anti-aircraft escort. She carries
4.5 inch guns, Seacat guided missiles and a Wasp
anti-submarine helicopter.

These are just some of the new ships of today’s
Royal Navy. And what amazing ships they are.

They have electronic eyes and ears. Computers
that can do half a million sums a minute. Radar
screens that show everything in the air and on the

sea. Sonar that reaches beneath it.
In the ship’s operations room the Captain can

fight a complicated battle—without going on the
bridge. And electronically controlled guns can fire
with tremendous speed and accuracy.

It’s a powerful Navy too. One of the most
powerful in the world. A squadron of wartime
cruisers couldn’t match up to one of the new
guided missile destroyers.

In this technical, push-button Navy the life of
a sailor has changed a lot. He’s likely to have a
skilled man’s trade. To earn good money. And he

KINDLY MENTION
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HMS Fearless. An assault ship that carries landing
craft, vehicles, tanks and Royal Marine Com-
mandos. The landing craft are launched by
flooding compartments so that they can float out
through the stern!

HMS London. A County Class guided missile
destrover. She has missiles that can punch aircraft
out of the sky. Powerful guns. Anti-submarine
weapons. And a Wessex anti-submarine helicopter.

can get ahead quickly. But he’s stll a man who1s a
sailor first. A man who loves the sea withalifethat gives
him travel, and adventure.

If you’d like to know more about life 1in today’s
Royal Navy post coupon for free booklet, Now!
Entry as an Officer. Are you aiming
forat least§ G.C.E. ‘O’levels—-or equivalent?
Then you could apply now, even at the age /
of 14, for entry between 17 and 194 as / o
an officer in the Royal Navy. Don’t / N
fill in the coupon, but write for R

full details to ge o
Captain W. J. Graham, R.N.,
Officer Entry Section
(703 YG2), Old
Admiralty Building,
London, S.W.1I.
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The standard progressive Meccano system :nnli:u uf ten H:in Sets,
numbered [-10 inclusive esach with nn identifying * theme'' name in

addition to the number. This theme, e.g. * nghwar Vehicles '’ is obtained
from the predominant type of model featured in the Instructions Book for

the particular Set and does not mean that only models of that type can be
beilt with the Set. In fact, the number and variety of models that can be

produced Is limited only br the imagination of the user. Also included in
the standard system is a series of saven Conversion Sets. These are not

Intended as constructional sets in their own right, but simply contain the
MACOMSArY axtra parts to convert a Meccano main outfit into the next larger
one, 8.g. Outfit | 4+ Conversion Set |A = Outfit 2. Also available, but
not inc udnd in the standard progressive system, are several self-contained

outfits, such as the Power Drive Set and Gears Eut. as well as a number of
Motors and additional equipment. The following is a list of all items and

3ets currently available, with their U.K. recommended retail prices:

MECCANO SETS

. (Complete with illustrated Books of Models)
at

Ne.
Playset ...

I junlnr Elt ¥ "W & L N " E W C R R

2. Super Junior ...
3. Highway VYehicles

4. Airport Services..

5. Site Engineerin

6. Ocean Termina

7. Mountain Engineer
B. Breakdown Crew
9. Master Engineer’s Set ...

10. Meccano Qutfit in 4-Drawer E:hlnut
Meccano Gears Set .

Meccano anh:nism: Eut
Elektrikit

MECCANO CONVYERSION

No. la Converts No.
No. 2a e g
No. 3a o e
No. 4a o8 -
No. 5a - .

No. 6a 'e T
No. 7a - o
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MECCANO POWER DRIVE SERIES

Junior Power Drive Set ...
Power Drive Set

Power Drive Unit [&:r:-rntm Gearbox and 6 volt D.C. Hutnr}

Battery operated. e
Power Drive Gear Box and Enuplml
Power Drive Steam Engine

Reversible 44 volt D.C. Motor ...
MECCANO MOTORS, ETC.

Clockwork, Magic, non-reversing (including key)

Clockwork No. |, reversing (including key) ...
EISR Electric, reversing® oh

EMEBO Electric Motor (Battery operated) .. ...
4390] B Key for No. | Cinrkwurﬂ Motor
43%03 S I-f-'.ur for Magic Clockwork Motor

* Ficted with T.Y. and Radio mturfnr;r;:n Iupprﬁﬂﬂrﬂ.

SPARE PARTS

The Meccano range of Spare Parts consists of more than 300 individual

itams, all of which are available for separate sale. A price list can be had
on lppllll.unn.

W W e
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The July issue of M.R.N. includes

_ . Highlights for the August issue
articles on gauges as diverse as

of Model Cars are reports with

TT3 and | gauge. A. Roy Warren
describes his individual approach
to a 113 layout, which can be
used as a OOn3 narrow-gauge
line when required. A. Rudd
has built a |16 mm. scale model

of Talyllyn Railway No. 6
" Douglas,”” and describes its
construction. Well-known
L.N.W.R. expert Jack Nelson

gives all the details of that com-
pany's distinctive signals, com-
plete with drawings. Peter
Winding describes and draws
some modern diesel depots, to
inspire those modellers who like
to give their layouts a " modern
image'’' appearance. Colin
Binnie continues his series on
injection moulding at home, and
describes the moulds he uses for
mass-producing wheelsfor several
different scales. Stanier’s Turbo-

motive was one of those ' one-
off locomotives which have

plenty of photographs and tech-
nical details on the 2nd and 3rd

rounds of the immensely popular
Model Cars Dyna Rewind London

series. There are articles on a
new "' Wonk '"-winder by Roger
YWillimott (the car he won with
at Nordic!) details of how to
make your own spongies and a
feature on a successful model
with moving body mounts.

in addition to this will be news
from Trevor Tennant of design
trends in Area 5 with some very
competitive models from that
part of the country, a brief look

at some newly available Dyna
Fl.ﬂwmd products, more from
Laurie's Workshop and from

Robin Whitmarsh, another

Workout this time, the subject
being a pair of motors.

Drawings are for the Indian-

become part of railway history:
Mike Singfield's drawing and

photographs will interest all
L.M.5. enthusiasts. David Jen-

kinson and a well-known L.M.S.
Society team describe how they regular column from Bob Rule

modified and superdetailed a our American Correspondent

Gem Midland " 999 "' Clags 4-4-0. with details of all che big U.S.
Alex Bowie shows how kits slot developments, a light-

from the Superquick range can hearted report for die cast fans

be used to good effect, and save on a model car ' Love-in,"' and
valuable modelling time into a host of others . . . plus, of

the bargain. course, all the regulars.

Both from your local Newsagent or direct from:

MODEL & ALLIED PUBLICATIONS LIMITED,

3-35 Bridge Street, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.

apolis Wedge Car, so popular in

modelling circles at present, and
the 1953 F.2. Ferrari.

In addition is the first in a

2nd FRIDAY
MONTHLY

Ist FRIDAY
MONTHLY
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Grand Scale Rally

EADERS LIVING in the southern counties can
attend a really first class, all Scale Model Meeting

on July 21st, at the Shuttleworth Collection Aerodrome,
Old Warden, Biggleswade, Beds. Organised jointly
by Aeromodeller magazine and Radio Control Models,

two of our sister magazines here at M.A.P., this event
1s designed to bring all scale model aircraft enthusiasts
together for a one day informal social meeting with
incidental competitive events. Five contest classes
are being catered for and readers can enter or spectate
free of charge, except for the normal airfield admission
charge. There are classes for non-flying scale, free-
flying scale, control-line scale and two radio control
events. .

Anyone can enter, and the non-flying scale event
will mainly be composed of plastic kit models, why
not enter, you may win a prize! A special trophy is
being presented by the Shuttleworth Collecuon to the
constructor of the best replica of one of their aircraft.
What are the types of aircraft in the Shuttleworth
collection 7 You may well ask, for they are numerous.
No less than 28 aircraft are preserved by the Trust

ranging from a Bleriot to a Hawker Hurricane and
Supermarine Spitfire and these together with many
others—vintage cars and motor-cycles—can be seen
in the museum while you are attending the rally.
Send a stamped addressed envelope to Aeromodeller,
““ Scale Model Rally,” 13/35 Bridge Street, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts., for full details, if yvou wish to enter.
In addition to the Shuttleworth prizes for the above
events, British United Airways will award a pair of
tickets by scheduled Jet Service on any of their domestic
networks to the best Non-Flying scale model, and a
pair of tickets to Gibraltar for the best flying scale
model, presented in B.U.A. livery, from the following
range :—Standard V.C.10, B.A.C. III, Brittania 300,
Viscount 700-800 and H.P. Herald. Models will be
judged on the basis of scale, craftsmanship and per-
formance. It i1s emphasised that all types of scale
model will be eligible for the class awards, you do not

have to enter a Shurttleworth or B.U.A. aircraft. The
International Plastic Modellers’ Society will have an
exhibition area and readers could learn a lot from a

few minutes spent studying these excellent models,
first hand.

The atmosphere of the old ** Flying Circus” is
recaptured in miniature by the sight of manyv fine models
in the air and it is emphasised that the meeting is
restricted to scale models only—no other kind of model
may be flown at Old Warden on this day. Impromptu
flights can be made throughout the day by all the scale
models, so if you have a scale model, be it rubber or
engine powered, bring it along for some fun flying.
The last Scale Model Rally at Old Warden in 1967
attracted 3,000 spectators and many hundreds of models
were flown, bring the family, visit the museum and
enjoy the sight of many fine models flying; don’t forget
the date, July 21st—flying commences at 11 a.m.
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Meccano Models Aplenty

The second meeting of the Midlands Meccano Guild
took place on March 30oth at Stratford-on-Avon.
Unfortunately, due to space limitations we cannot
describe all of the models, or goings-on. Tables were

set up as members arrived for model displays and
demonstrations, and members gave small speeches on
the principles, and interesting points in their models.
So large were some of the models that one group arrived
In a car/caravan combination containing one and a half
tons of solid Meccano model making. Clive Hine
showed three fairground models comprising a Show-
man’s Engine, fully illuminated, Steam Organ Trailer
activated by a tape recorder with genuine steam organ
music, and an angled Ferris Wheel with single sus-
pended cupolas, the spider of the wheel being i1llumin-
ated by over 200 low voltage bulbs wired 1n series.
Ernie Chandler had a more conventional Ferris Wheel

driven by the latest Meccano Steam Engine, the wheel
again being fully illuminated. Another steam enthusiast,

Alf Hindmarsh, demonstrated his early Foden Steam
Traction model in which he had incorporated the
original Vertical Boiler Steam Engine, this gave realism
to the model as a whole. Eric Tayvlor who is a skilled
heavy plant engineer, usually produces models to a
very high standard of design and construction, this
time was no exception. Eric’s large Crawler was out-
standing, its caterpiller tracks were rugged in design,
beautiful in action, tension compensated by simulated
hydraulic cylinders, mounted on a compensating axle
beam and steerable by track levers operating band brakes
on either side of the rear drive differential. Clutch
and transmission were highly efficient, the gear shift
smooth and positive, with miniature thrust bearings in
the clutch housing relieving thrust on the transmission
to enable tick-over running. The heavy model was
powered by one standard Meccano Powerdrive Electric
Motor, and clever use of the Elektrikit parts gave fully
detailed diesel engine simulation. In addition to all
this, the driver’s seat and bonnet were hinged to give
full inspection facilities for the transmission. As a
complete contrast to this model, Eric also produced
an elegant model of a Chinese South Seeking Chariot.
Several of the old Supermodels were on show, including
two giant Draglines, the one by Jack Partridge of
Oxford used the Servetti Roller Bearing, and the other
by Dick Hardyman of Malvern used the original 167
geared roller race for the lower portion and a simple
steel disc for the upper. Pat Briggs had a complete
mini exhibition of his own, in the shape of half a dozen
or more Meccano Clocks. They were all excellent time

keepers (see ‘“ Tick Tock Time ”—June Meccano
Magazine and ‘““ Among the Model Builders = this
issue), and worked well during the meeting. Bob
Faulkner brought along two intricate models, one being
a well designed LLoom and the other a large Designing
Machine with extensive gearing allowing infinite vara-
tions of movement and speed between the writing
table and drawing arm. Three old favourites were
produced by Dennis Perkins incorporating many of

the early nickel Meccano parts. A Motor Chassis with
nickel parts had been very well restored by Dennis,
and all the parts were highly polished. Dennis also
showed a Traction Engine with a really efficient differ-
ential and the original Tower Crane which featured in
Meccano Magazines and Instruction Manuals as long
ago as 1940. It worked beautifully and it must have
been the cat’s whiskers in those days.

Meccano Magazine readers in the Midlands are
invited to join the Guild and should contact the
Secretary, B. N. Love Esq., 61 Southam Road, Hall
Green, Birmingham 28. In addition to model shows,
the Guild also have a photographic section, arrange
talks and 1ssue a newsletter.
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THE
ROYAL NAVY’S
AIRCRAFT
AT

SEA

by
John W. R. Taylor

]:_“]?'Z”iﬁir EXPERIENCES in aviation are so exciting as

going to sea in one of Her Majesty’s aircraft
carriers. Standing high above the deck, on the * island ’
superstructure, as Sea Vixen fighters and Buccaneer
strike aircraft are launched on a training exercise, one
1s alternately lashed by freezing wind and warmed by
paraffin-scented blast from the jets. Almost-solid
shock waves of sound seem to make one’s whole body
tremble.

There 1s a crescendo of noise as the pilot of each air-
craft in turn opens up his engines to full power for
take-off. "Then, suddenly, the steam catapult hurls
the aircraft along the deck, over the bows of the ship
and into the air, leaving behind a wispy cloud of escap-
ing steam that i1s soon dispersed. Almost before the
'plane 1is airborne, another is taxving forward, its
wings unfolding as one of the deck crew guides and
beckons its pilot towards the waiting catapult.

While all this is happening, a © plane guard * helicopter
hovers, seemingly motionless, just off the port side
of the deck, ready for immediate action if any pilot
should run into trouble on take-off and have to ditch

With wheels, flaps and arrester hook down, a Sea Vixen Mk 1

approaches the angled fight deck of H.M.S. Victorious; one

can imagine the speed the carrier is travelling at to create all
that wash ! At left, the Flight Deck Officer dn:Hn his Hag

and a bomb-laden Buccaneer is steam-catapulted off the deck,
with its engines screaming as full power is applied by the pilot.
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As this Sea Vixen MK I takes off, the strop (by which it was
connected to the steam catapult) falls away into the sea—this
is not recovercd. Note the 'plane guard helicopter hovering.

in the sea. Larger Wessex helicopters are stowed in
the below-deck hangars, their rotor blades and tail
folded to save space. Their task is to hunt and destroy
enemy submarines 1n wartime, but they are not involved
in today’s exercise. Nor are the Gannet airborne early-
warning aircraft, which look like ungainly ugly duck-
lings as they squat to one side of the rear deck, their
wings double-folded into a Z shape and a great bulged
radome under their belly. The radome houses a scanner
which enables them to detect anv aircraft or surface
ship approaching the naval forces they protect, while it
1s stull far away, giving the carrier-borne aircraft time
to take off and deal with any threatened enemy attack.

All 1s quiet as the last of the Sea Vixens and Buccan-
eers climbs away and the carrier begins a gentle turn,
out of the head wind that streamed over its deck while

the aircraft were being launched. But it is never quiet
for long on a carrier.

A uny cluster of dots on the skyline grows rapidly
into a flight of Sea Vixens which flash overhead and
then break away to take up a line-astern formation.
One after the other they dive on to a target that has
been placed 1n the sea at a safe distance from the carrier.
As they do so, rockets zip from beneath their wings
with a terrifying whoooshh and churn up the water
around the target.

Fascinated by this display of fighter tactics, visitors
to the carrier usually fail to spot anything else that is
happening—Ilike the Buccaneers that converge on the
ship, skimming above the sea at just below the speed
of sound—until one of the loudest and most unexpected

roars they have ever heard makes them nearly jump
out of their skin.

Heads swivel round and upward as each Buccaneer
curves up in a half-loop, demonstrating the technique
of toss-bombing which enables it to lob nuclear weapons

Another Sea Vixen, this time with rockets leaving the under-
wing pods during weapon-firing practice well out at sea.




Above, one of the first of the Royal Navy’s huge McDonnell
F4K Phantoms, surrounded by ground servicing equipment.

on to a target and beat a hasty retreat by half-rolling
off the top of the loop and returning in the direction
from which it came, without much loss of speed.
Later, the exercise completed, the Sea Vixens and
Buccaneers circle the ship in line astern, wheels, flaps
and arrester hooks down, awaiting their turn to land.

One by one they approach the stern, nose held high,
and slam onto the deck as their hook snags an arrester
wire, with a sickening thud that gives the spectators
a new respect for the ability of undercarriage designers.

Within seconds, the arrester wire has been unhooked
and the aircraft taxies forward, its wings folding upward
as it nears the lift that will transport it to the below-
deck servicing hangars.

There are some people who believe that aircraft

carriers have had their day and are too vulnerable to
air and submarine attack to be of any use in modern

warfare. That is why Britain’s Defence Ministry plans

to retire all the Royal Navy’s big carriers, H.M.S.
Eagle, Ark Rovyal and Victorious, within the next two
or three vears.

Critics of this move admit that carriers would be
vulnerable in an all-out nuclear war, but point to the
tremendous contributions made by carrier-borne aircraft
during the more limited wars fought in Korea, Vietnam
and Suez. The presence of a carrier can even help to
prevent an outbreak of war or violence, as was proved

in Aden last vear and in the Far East during the
Indonesian/Malaysian confrontation.

A Buccaneer of No. B01 Squadron.

However, unless there is yet another change in our
defence plans, only H.M.S. Ark Roval will be refitted

to operate the American-built Phantom fighters which
are beginning to arrive as replacements for the Sea
Vixen., H.M.S. Eagle will continue to operate her
present complement of 12 Sea Vixens, 10 Buccaneers,

four Gannets and eight anti-submarine helicopters
until both ships follow the Victorious into retirement.

This must cause some disappointement, as the Fleet
Air Arm has been looking forward to its Phantoms—

and with good reason. Operations in Vietnam, by
both the U.S.A.F. and U.S. Navy, have proved that
thus big, twenty-five-ton, two seat, all-weather fighter,
1s second to none in the world. It can fly at more than
twice the speed of sound (1,320 m.p.h.) with a full
load of weapons, and can attack targets more than
1,000 miles from its base, without refuelling in flight.
T'he Royal Navy’s F-4K version is even better than
its U.S. Navy counterparts. As a start it is powered
by two of Rolls Royce’s magnificent Spey Mk 201
turbofan engines, each with a normal rating of 12,500 Ib.
thrust, which can be increased by up to 70 per cent.
by use of reheat. The F-4K i1s, therefore, much more
powerful than other Phantoms now in service.

Its armament is also tremendously heavy by any
standards, as Phantoms have demonstrated their
ability to carry up to 7 tons of bombs, rockets and
missiles. Standard interceptor armament of the F-4K
1S S1IX Sparrow, long-range, radar-homeing missiles,

Projecting above the nose

is the aircraft’s flight refuelling boom.
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which are carried semi-submerged under its fuselage ! %
and inner wings. In addition, it can carry the formidable -
new Anglo/French Martel T.V.-guided air-to-surface
mussile,

Most of the Phantoms ordered by the Royal Navy
will be taken over eventually by the R.A.I., and some

ex-Fleet Air Arm Buccaneers are also to be operated
in a land-based role, as replacements for the K.A.r.'s
cancelled ‘ swing-wing ’ strike and reconnaissance air-
craft.

This will not mean the end of Britain’s naval air
power. H.M.S. Albion and Bulwark will conunue to
serve as Commando carriers, each with 16 Wessex
assault transport helicopters, able to put ashore tough
Marine Commandos to deal with outbreaks of violence
in the territories of Britain or its friends. And, of
course, more and more ships of the Koyal Navy are
being equipped to carry helicopters for anti-submarine

duties. |
Even a small * chopper’ like the Wasp has great

potential for this kind of work. If its parent ship

detects the presence of an unidentihed submarine, 1t
can take off from a tiny platiorm, i1n almost any weather
and sea conditions, carrying a pair of deadly homing
torpedoes that, once dropped, can search out and
destroy any underwater target. ‘lhe larger Waessex
helicopters, carried by bigger ships, have sonar and
other devices to locate the submarines themselves,
as well as homing torpedoes, rockets_and_missiles witn
which to attack the enemy.

Helicopters may seem a little tame after transonic
strike aircraft like the Buccaneer and supersonic highters
such as the Phantom; but they can do jobs that are
beyond the capability of less-versaule fixed-wing aero-
planes. So Britain’s flying sailors will continue to have
an important role to play even after the big carriers
have disappeared.

The Navy i1s certainly not despondent about the
future. It recalls that so years ago the Royal Naval
Air Service disappeared completely when it became
part of the newly-formed Royal Air Force. "1 he strength
of the naval air units was reduced in 1919 to just one
reconnaissance and spotung squadron, half a torpedo
squadron and single tlights of highters, flying-boats and
seaplanes. Yet, by the ume World War 11 started the
Fleet Air Arm was back under Admiralty control and
capable of expansion into the immense fleet of carriers
and aircraft that played such a big part in winning
the war at sea.

Britain’s main deterrent force, to help prevent a

third world war, has passed from the R.A.F. to the
Royal Navy, in the shape of four Polaris missile sub-

marines, lhe Commando carriers represent one of
the best possible investments to prevent or fight sma
scale wars and police actions; and there is no reason
why these ships should be limited to operating only
helicopters in the future.

Hawker Siddeley Aviation have already demonstrated
that their Harrier vertical take-off strike and recon-

naissance fighter can operate safely from ships, and it

would be logical to expect such aircraft to find a place
on board Commando carriers one day, to give our
assault forces the kind of powerful close support that
only this world-beating British aircraft can provide.

At right, top to bottom. Strike aircraft: The Buccanecer is cata-

pulted with its nose-wheel raised off the deck to increase the
wing lift. Next, Commando assault transport: Troops embark

o 2 Wessex H U, Mk 5 to be flown ashore from a Commando

carrier. Next, anti-submarine helicopter: The Wasp takes off
from a small platformm on Frigates and Destroyers. Lastly, all-
weather fighters: Sea Vixens of No. 892 Squadron take off on

A training exercise, these go on all the time at sea.
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At left, the Sea Prince aircraft in which
yvour Editor flew at H.M.S. Condor.
T'his is used for Air Experience, to teach
the basic principles of flight and lift to
Air Cadets and trainees on the station,

Mechanical Engineer Training in the Fleet Air Arm

The Editor describes the training given to Fleet Air

HAVE YOU a mechanical aptitude ? Do you fancy
life at sea and working with aircraft? If the
answer to both these questions 1s ‘‘ yes ”’, read on.

1The Editor recently visited the Roval Naval Air

Station, Arbroath, Scotland (H.M.S. Condor) and
saw, first hand, the training programmes and facilities
offered to youngsters who join the Fleet Air Arm of
the Navy as Naval Air Mechanics and Aircraft Artificer
Apprentices. Both these careers are very demanding,
requiring a high standard of practical skill for the
mechanic, and high standards of both practical and
academic skill for the Artificer, but it is also very
rewarding in that travel is assured and postings are
varied. H.M.S. Condor is the station at which Naval

Air Mechanics and Aircraft Artificer Apprentices are

trained. The basic training being divided into several

categories, academic, practical and character building.
We watched Naval Air Mechanics and Artificer

Apprentices working in both the classroom and work-

shop, and saw just how high the standard of workman-

Below, a final year Artificer Apprentice
on flield work training checks a wheel on

a Westerland Whirlwind helicopter; this
one has come from a Polar expedition—

note the ** Penguin "' emblem on nose.

COurse.
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Below, P.0O. Rollinson fabricates a lead-

ing edge section from sheet metal whilst
doing Craft Training

This was very well made, and
it'’s not such a simple exercise as it looks.

Arm Engineers at H.M.S. Condor, Arbroath, Scotland

ship 1s, as the case of sample workshop projects below,
shows. When attached to a Squadron, the mechanic
has to do the right thing first time and with the minimum
of supervision—this is just what they do at H.M.S.
Condor. Lots of time-expired aircraft are retained so
that they can be dismantled and skilfully mended over
and over again for practice. These include Buccaneers,
Gannets, Sea Hawks Whirlwinds, Sea Venom and
Scimitars. Dorsal fins, fibreglass nose covers and
engine components were all being repaired during our
tour, by both male and female mechanics, as the Wren
mechanics play an important role in this sphere,

T'here are at present two ways of joining as a Naval
Air Mechanic, these gradings allowing for different
ages: Junior (O) (16-174 years) and Adults (174 plus).
Both age groups join at H.M.S. St. Vincent, Hampshire
or H.M.S. Raleigh, Cornwall and are given basically
similar courses in seamanship, parades, education and
fire fighting for a period of six weeks.

They leave H.M.S. St. Vincent or Raleigh as Trainee

Below, this display case contains the

syllabus of sheet metal-work jobs carried
out at H.M.S. Condor. Again, they may

look easy, but some are quite involved,
one starts with the easiest, of course.

on a Mechanician
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Above, trainecs undergoing adventure training move a bridge
into position., The Scottish countryside surrouding the station,
is very suitable for this kind of adventure training.

Naval Air Mechanics and transfer to H.M.S. Condor
for 16 weeks of technical and service training. The

first few weeks are spent on general engineering training
and as an introduction to the Fleet Air Arm. The
second part includes airframe and engine familiarisation
and training, the principles of jet propulsion and flight.
Two weeks of practical work are then undertaken,
with a week’s revision and a final testing before posting
to a Front Line Air Station or Aircraft Carrier for about

three vears service experience. On completion of this
service, and successful completion of a 12 week training
course, they are eligible for selection as Aircraft Mech-

anicians, or to continue their career as a Leading
Mechanic and in due course as a Petty Officer and

Chief Petty Officer.
Once selected as a Mechanician, two years are spent

at H.M.S. Condor; on qualifying, entrants become a

Petty Officer—Aircraft Mechanician Third Class.
After one vear at this rank, they become Aircraft

Mechanician Second Class and by passing written
examinations within twelve months they can become
Aircraft Mechanicians First Class for a Chief Petty

Officer rating. Eventually of course, one can rise to
become Special Duties Air Engineering Officer. One
has to sign on for a minimum of nine years, men’s
time, as a Naval Air Mechanic—men’s time commenc-

ing from the age of 18. With further periods of enlist-
ment one can become eligible for a pension at the age
of 4o0.

The Aircraft Artificer Apprentice is the more quali-
fied entry and here one has to pass a written entrance
examination and mechanical aptitude test. G.C.E.
O’ Level passes in Mathematics, English and Science
exempts one from the entrance examination. The
154-174 vear old Aircraft Artificer Apprentices all

spend one vear at H.M.S. Fisgard in Cornwall on
general service training and craft courses. Here they
are categorised for future reference as to which branch
of the service they are most suited. After the vear
spent at H.M..S. Fisgard, Artificer Apprentices transfer

to H.M.S. Condor for the second and third yvears. Here,
schooling, craft, general service, sport, and venture

training are undertaken and approximately 509, of the
entry pass their Ordinary National Certificate in

Continued on page 455

At right, top to bottom. K. Taylor and Wren C. King working
on a Gannet's Mamba engine. Wrens perform men's jobs on
aircraft servicing. Next, a more complete view of the rather
ungainly Gannet illustrates its huge size. Next, A. S. Bell
{left) and M. J. Randle working on a Scimitar wing root.
Next, jet engines are very complex and here a trainee, R. G.
Stevenson, replaces a burner om a Sea Hawk’s Nene engine.
Bottom right: S. E. Rainsbury, checking some cockpit
instruments in 8 Mk 1 Buccaneer, retired from service.
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H.M.S. Eagle showing flight deck and hatch where the aircraft
are brought up from the hangar. Mimnistry of Defence Crown
Copyright photo.

THE ULTIMATE IN
SURFACE WARSHIPS

By John Mannering

In a comparatively short period the air-
craft carrier has been brought to a powerful

perfection. But she is likely to be the last

descendant of the great warships which
have decided so much of the world’s

history, past and present on the oceans.

ASICALLY ALL ships of war are floating plat-
forms from which to operate offensive weapons.
This has been so since the Greeks and Romans devised
huge catapults on their galleys, which could hurl stones
upon the ships and crews of the enemy.
For centuries the sailing ship grew in size and effi-
ciency until, at the battle of Trafalgar the three most

powerful navies of the world fought what proved to
be the last great battle under sail.

Some two thousand years had intervened between
the galleys of the Roman Empire and the magnificent

three deckers of the early nineteenth century. But In
spite of the refinements to gear and sails, and the great
difference in size, both of ships and weapons, the basic
principle was the same. The * Victory’ was simply
a mobile floating platform designed to carry as many
guns as possible, and the men necessary to ure them.

With the coming of steam; iron, and finally steel
vessels, carried on the tradition until the powerful
battle-ships of the 1914-18 war represented the last
word in warship design. But in July 1909 a strange
humming noise broke the stillness of a summer morning
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off the Kent coast; and a Frenchman in a fragile aero-

plane of wood and varnished fabric landed on the
cliffs near Dover, having made the first flight across
the Channel. It was the beginning of the end of the
capital ship.

Five vears later Europe had fallen into the abyss of
war, and already military leaders had seen the possi-
bilities offered by the still crude and unreliable ® flying
machines ’.  Reconnaissance, artillery spotting and
bombing were their obvious uses. Naval authorities
also saw the advantages. But the aeroplane suffered

from the defect that it required a long level stretch
of ground from which to take off or return to. Man’s

ingenuity overcame this to some extent by substituting
floats for wheels, thus enabling planes to operate from
lakes, wide rivers, and the sea when calm.

The Navv quickly made use of these seaplanes, and
quite early on in the first world war they were carried
on some battleships and cruisers; being chiefly used on
reconnaissance. For a plane, like the fast frigates of

Nelson’s time, became the eyes of the fleet and could
quickly report what was happening fifty miles over the
horizon. The procedure was for the plane to be launched
on the water from the parent ship by means of a crane,
and to be retrieved from the water by the same means

when the mission was accomplished. It was a laborious
and risky business in anything but very calm weather.

It was not until 1918 that an aircraft succeeded in
landing safely on a ship’s deck. At the end of the war
a number of fast cross Channel steamers had been
converted into aircraft carriers, in the full sense of the
word; able to launch and receive back their own air-
craft: but it was not until 1923 that the Navy had its
own carrier specially designed as such. She was the
Hermes, and was the natural descendant of all warships,
a floating platform for the latest offensive weapon.

Between the wars the development of aircraft and their
mother ships had grown far beyond anything imagined
at the close of the 1914-18 war. But no Navies had had
any fiehting experience with the powerful new ships.
The British Navy entered the second world war with
six carriers; Pegasus, Furious, Argus, Ark Roval and
Hermes:; of which only Hermes and Ark Royal were
laid down as carriers. Ark Roval, built in 1938 was
to become one of the most famous of her class, and her
career included covering the successful evacuation of
24,000 allied troops from Narvik; the dramatic attack
on the French fleet at Oran; convov work in the Mediter-

ranean, the bombardment of Genoa and Leghorn,
and her magnificent participation in the sinking of the
Bismark in the Atlantic, when Swordfish torpedo-
bombers from Ark Roval achieved a crippling hit on
the stern of the German battleship, so reducing her
speed and manoeuvrability that the battleships George

V and Rodnev were able to close with the enemy vessel
and destrov her. But it was the aircraft carrier which
made it possible. Ark Roval was herself sunk by
U boat attack near Gibraltar on November 13th, 1941;
having accomolished all that the supporters of aircraft
carriers could desire.

"It was the Illustrious which had demonstrated the
immense value of carrier borne aircraft in the attack
on Taranto in November 1940 when two striking forces
comorising 21 aircraft sunk three Italian battleships

at their moorinegs in that port.

At the end of the war Naval experts of all countries
were certain about two things: that it was almost
impossible to keep a battleship safely at sea for any
length of time in anv position where she could be use-
fully emploved; and that it was the striking power of
the aircraft carrier which had brought this about.




HM.S. Hermes st Hon

Kong, with her crew ** manning
ship **. Mimstry of

efennce Croun Copyright photo.

After the war the British Navy in cutting down to
peace time requirements, maintained a carrier force as
its principal striking arm. Other navies did likewise,
and both the Korean war and the war in Vietnam have
shown the enormous power of destruction wielded by
a modern carrier equipped with the latest bombers
and fighters.

British Naval policy has recently become dominated
by the doctrinaire theories of politicians, and this,
together with the shedding of many of our overseas
commitments and the vast expense of modern war-
ships, has cut down our fleet to a bare minimum for
safety. Some would say it has been cut too much.

At the moment we have four carriers, listed in Janes
Fighting Ships as Eagle, Ark Royal, Victorious and
Hermes.

Eagle was completed in 1951 by Harland & Wolff at
Belfast. She 1s 43,000 tons displacement, with a length
of 803 feet. She can carry 34 aircraft and 1o helicopters.
Her Parsons geared turbines of 15,000 shp, driving four
screws give her a speed of 31.5§ knots. Armament
consists of 8 r1smm guns, and she carries a total com-
plement of 2750, including air crews.

Centaur 1s a smaller but slightly more modern vessel
of 22,000 tons displacement, built by the same firm and
completed in 1953. 741 feet long, she carries 18 aircraft
and 8 helicopters. Her twin screws, powered by Parsons
geared turbines of 78,000 shp, give a speed of 28 knots.

Her total complement is 1330 officers and crew.

Ark Roval, a fitting successor to her wartime name-
sake, 1s another big ship of 43,060 tons, with an overall
length of 810 feet. She was completed in 1955 by

Cammell ILaird at Birkenhead. Carrving 40 aircraft
and 8 helicopters she 1s our most powerful carrier.
L.ike Eagle she has four screws driven by Parsons geared
turbines, giving her a speed of 31.5 knots, and is armed
with 18 4omm guns. Her total complement is 2,345.
At the moment Ark Roval is undergoing a long and
expensive refit, and her ultimate fate is rather uncertain.

Victorious is an older ship built by Vickers Armstrong
at Newcastle-on-Tyne in 1941, and rebuilt at H.M.
Dockyvard, Portsmouth in 1950/60. Her displacement
tonnage 1S 33,350 on a length of 770 feet. She carries
23 aircraft and 8 helicopters, and has a total comple-
ment of 2,400. Her triple screws are powered by
Parson turbines with a total of 111,000 shp.

Hermes, completed by Vickers Armstrong in 1959

1S 23,000 tons displacement, with a length of 744 feet.
Carrving 22 aircraft and 8 helicopters she has a speed of
28 knots from two screws driven by Parsons turbines
of 78,000 shp. "Total complement 1s 2,100,
In addition to the above five carriers there are two
Commando Ships, Albion and Bulwark, of 23,000 tons
displacement, equipped with helicopters and amphi-
bious craft to land Roval Marine Commandos at any
particular ‘ trouble spot’. In addition to their normal
crews of 1,000 men, they each have accommodation
for a Commando of 750 officers and men.

These then are the surface ships which carry our
naval striking power; and although not great in numbers
they have the most up-to-date and efficient equipment.
Each vessel has a greater hitting power than a squadron
of battleships of the 1914-18 war.

Steam catapults are now used for launching aircraft,
giving a smoother take-off with greater acceleration

H.M.S5. Ark Royal steaming into rough sea. Her four screws
driven by Parsons geared turbines of 152,000 s.h.p. drive her at
at just over 31 knots. M:’m's;ry of Defennce Crown Copyright
photo.
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than the previous cordite or hydraulic catapult. The
‘angled deck’ conceived by Mr. L. Boddington and

Captain D. R. F. Campbell, enabled the problems

caused by landing at ever 1ncreasing speeds, to be over-
come; for most of the carrier borne aircraft such as the

Buccaneer and Sea Vixen are powered by turbo-jet
engines.

The Mirror Landing Aid by which human error is
eliminated in the control of landings, and the Action
Data Automation Svstem which gives a ship command
and control facilities in advance of any other system 1s
fitted to Eagle.

It seems as though the aircraft carrier of the late

‘sixties has almost reached perfection; for some Naval
experts think that within ten years the work now done
by carriers will be performed bv land based aircraft.
Accurate long range bombing by self guided missiles,
and even from space satellites, 1s probably not far off,
and so the shadow of redundancy, in a quickly develop-
ing technical age, hovers over the aircraft carriers. It
may well be that within a decade they will no longer
play the dominant role in the work of Admiralty.

Although an aircraft carrier, steaming at speed, with
planes being launched from her deck can inspire a
might respect, not even their most ardent supporters
can say they are good looking ships. They are designed
for a very specialized and limited use, and have never
quite displayed the grace and impression of latent
power of the great battleships of thirty vears ago.

Man’s mastery of the air brought them into being;
his ultimate achievement of world wide flight and
conquest of space, will render them archaic.

Like a comet they have flashed across the scene of

human endeavour for half a century, to be lost in the
limbo of history.

But while they are at their peak it 1s well to study
them and understand what they and their wvaliant
crews have achieved.
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Miss P. Gillhespey describes the fun and

enjoyment that can be obtained from a
holiday spent touring Youth Hostels.

F YOU are adventurous, like travelling cheaply
and living simply, why not try Youth Hostelling.
You travel cheaply, as it i1s a policy of the Youth Hostels
Association (Y.H.A.), that you travel under vour own
steam 1i.e. by cycling or walking. As Youth Hostels
are not luxurious and extravagant, the overnight
accommodation charge 1s very low. DBefore you can
start hostelling, however, you must join the Y.H.A.
Juveniles (under 16) pay 5/- a year, Juniors (16-21)
pay 12/6d. and Seniors (21 and over), pay 20/- a year.
These fees include a membership card and the Y.H.A.
Handbook. This Handbook contains all the informa-

tion you need to plan a Youth Hostel tour; there are
maps showing the approximate position of the hostels,
details of the opening dates, and a list of facilities.

If yvou are not an experienced walker, do not attempt
long distance walks. Most find that 14 miles 1s long
enough for a first walk between hostels and 1t 1s advis-

able to wear fell boots with good thick socks, as they
are both practical and comfortable for long distance
walking.

When you arrive at your hostel, which may be any-

thing from a cottage to a f:_astle, vou are madsz welcome
by the warden and you sign a book stating how you
travelled, and if you intend to cook your own food or

have hostel meals. Overnight fees are 5/- for Seniors,
4/~ for Juniors and 3/- for Juveniles. These prices refer
to country hostels, the three LLondon hostels are more
expensive as they have more facilities.

After booking in, vou must make up vour bunk,
hostels rarely have beds, but the bunks are quite com-
fortable. You are given a pillow and blankets, but you
must have your own sheet sleeping bag. By this time
you will probably be extremely hungry after a day’s
walking or cycling. You can have meals prepared by
the hostel, which are usually very good, or vou can
cook yvour own meals—it 1s best to think ahead about

how yvou will feel after the journey to the hostel, you
may be too tired to cook an evening meal! Hostels
do not open until § p.m. and you must leave by 10 a.m.
the next morning. Some hostels like Windsor which
are very large, have a huge kitchen and good cooking
facilities, but in smaller hostels the facilities may be
rather cramped if the hostel 1s full. Most find it is
cheaper to cook their own meals, and a friend and
myself have bought our meals for one day, while Youth
Hostelling, out of §/-! Most hostels have a small store
that sells provisions but some of the more remote

hostels may be out of stock, so it 1s best to make sure
that you carry some spare rations with vou. Hostel
meals are very good, but vou must be prepared to wash
up afterwards, if you are chosen! Breakfast is 3/- and
usually consists of cereal, perhaps bacon and eggs then

tea, toast and marmalade. The lunch packet is 2/- and
1s quite adequate. The suppers are very good at 4/-
with soup, main course, a sweet and sometimes tea.

In the common room of the hostel yvou will probably
find books on the surrounding area, which help vou
to appreciate the countryside and places of interest.
[t 1s also in the common room of hostels that most
people usually plan their next day’s trip.

Before vou leave in the morning, you are expected
to help out with the housework at the hostel, for example
dusting and sweeping. After this, vou collect your
membership card from the warden who keeps it over-
night. If vou cycle, you can always lock up vour
bicycle in a shed at the hostel, and they sell puncture

Three very interesting Hostels. Above left, cyelists outside
Holmbury St. Mary Youth Hostel, a modern hostel designed

for the purpose and opened in 1935. To the right of this we
have Houghton Mill, Huntingdonshire. A 17th ntury water-

miil on a reach of the River Ouse, this 40 bed hostel belongs to
the National Trust. At left, Boscastle Youth Hostel, Cormnwall.
is also a National Trust property, at the side of the harbour.
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At right, Wilderhope Youth Hoestel. Built in 1588, it is
preserved by the National Trust and is a beautiful building.

kits and other spares. You may be able to travel by
canoe to some hostels or pony trek. The Yough Hostels
Association will inform you of where this 1s possible.
When you have decided how you wish to travel, you
must choose a route. There is a large choice of hostels,
some 266 in England and Wales. If it is your first trip
it 1s best to go to a string of hostels fairly close together.
For example, on the North Downs in Surrey there 1s
a group of hostels all fairly close together—l1 have
visited this group and found the area very beautiful and
interesung.

Tanners Hatch was a quaint hostel. You climb up
onto the Downs from Dorking to Ranmore Common.

The hostel 1s a small white cottage and you have to
follow woodland tracks until you find it at the back of
the woods. There is no hot water or electric hight—
hurricane lamps provide the necessary light—and there
is a large log fire in the hearth.

Only six miles away is the Holmbury St. Mary
Hostel, very modern and specially built for the Youth
Hostels Association. The dormitories are large, warm
and very comfortable. Opposite the hostel 1s a large
wood, the whole area being woodland and sandy heath.
The hostel store is marvellous, selling a wide range of
foodstufis.

From Holmbury St. Mary it is a short six miles walk
to Ewhurst Green Youth Hostel. This hostel 1s near

the village which is very convenient as the store 1s
small and no meals are provided; it is in the form of

chimney! We suddenly realised how hungry we were

and cooked some soup by paraffin lamp, over a gas
ring in the kitchen, Unfortunately, the paraffin lamp
dripped a considerable amount into our soup and 1t
took quite a while to discover what the unusual flavour
was! As we could not stand being asphyxiated by the
fire, we decided to go to bed, and when we inquired
as to where we would sleep, the warden said, " In the
shed!” We were too tired to argue so we went to the
garden shed and looked in. Fortunately, there were
two sets of bunks! It seemed very unusual going to
bed by hurricane lamp in a garden shed. Another

strange thing, was that some of the blankets were

coffin-shaped! We had no idea why.
In the morning, a few courageous people went to

a large bungalow and has a huge airy common room
which acts as an extra dining room. The furniture 1s
all wooden, with large oak tables, and the large fireplace
has seats in iz. The kitchen is not particularly big,
but it is well equipped. There are cold showers here
and good washing facilities—some hostels have baths
or hot showers, but you usually have to pay 6d. for

either of these. There are a few hostels at which you

wash in the stream, we remained dirty, only fools
wash in streams on wet, icy mornings as far as we

were concerned. |
The next hostel to visit was Milford. It was only

five miles to Milford, northward along the A3, but
here we learned another lesson—never walk along
straight main roads, it makes the distance seem twice

as far; it is noisy, with fumes and absolutely unpleasant.

If we had known how unpleasant it was, we would
have gone by lanes and footpaths. Anyway, this hostel
is really great, it is a large house 1n the town, warm
and comfortable, and mountaineering courses are held
as there is very suitable country for it in the area. We
decided to tackle some hill walking on our next trip.
When doing this, you must wear good boots and warm
clothing ; beware of mountain mists as they can envelop
you in several minutes. If this does occur, you can
determine your route only by compass, in fact 1t is
almost like being blind! We found this the most

Continued on page 436

may find only a bowl and a jug which you have to fill
at a pump outside! Of course, you can overcome this
problem simply—don’t wash!

My friend and I learned a lesson at this hostel; as
it only took us a few hours to get to it from Holmbury
St. Mary, we had nearly all day with nothing to do.
As the hostel did not open for six hours we lazed on

the common near the hostel, but if it had been a wet
day, we would have had to sit and get pneumonia!
So plan your day well!

The next hostel we visited was Hindhead in the
Devils Punch Bowl; this hostel is as wild as its position
suggests. It is thirteen miles from Ewhurst Green,
a gruelling but lovely walk, and by the time we reached
Cranleigh—a mere six miles— we were buying anti-
septic plasters for our poor blistered feet. However,
this was our first long trip, we had taken a lot of un-
necessary clothing making our rucksacks far too heavy,

and we were walking in ordinary shoes. We must have
gone astray with our map reading as it seemed that
we had walked twenty miles, but we found the warden
by accident and he directed us to the hostel, which

turned out to be a tiny cottage by a stream. We were
quite astounded, but the weather was dreadful and we
were thankful for the shelter it offered. 'There was no
electric light, no running water, to us quite a spartan
hostel! Some kind soul lit a log fire, but the smoke
proceeded to fill the room instead of going up the
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At right, Nantllanerch Youth Hostel, a typical old Welsh
farmhouse built in the early 18th Century. This is in Brecon

Beacons National Park, South Wales, a very beautiful area.
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Above, News Reader Michael Aspel, a well known face to

millions of television viewers, reads the news on B.B.C. 1
television; note the things you never see !

THIS IS
THE
N Ews by ]. Stanley

HE B.B.C. broadcasts news programmes in thirty-
nine different languages for overseas reception
and in English for National and a dozen regional
programmes 1n Britain every day. The television news
reaches an audience 30 million strong, whilst the radio
accounts for a further 20 million. Such a vast daily
task requires enormous organisation and precision,
and every day’s work 1s really rather like an oversized
initiative test,
The news stories themselves come from a multi-
plicity of sources, the giant International News Agencies
like Reuter, and the Press Association pour an average

of 400,000 words a day onto the News Editors’ desks,
and a complicated network of staff and freelance
reporters and cameramen in this country maintain a
close watch on home stories. In the case of such a home
story, it 1s either a National story broken by a National
Newspaper or Agency, or else it has been unearthed
by one of the regional studios which has received
information from a local correspondent.

1'ake, for instance, that express train crash last year
at Didcot 1in Berkshire. This was on the edge of the
area which I cover for B.B.C. television. The crash
occurred, and immediately the local film cameras were
dispatched, closely followed by a sound team from the
National News Head Office and studios at Alexandra
Palace. T'he local men were using small, silent cameras,
ideal for use in an emergency whilst the National crew

were bringing down a sound unit to interview people
on the spot. This meant that the silent film would be
used 1n the next broadcast which kept the news really
up to date, and i1t would be followed up by the inter-
views just as soon as they arrived, were processed and
edited.

At 10.00 the next morning, my telephone rang and
the Planning Assistant gave me instructions to get

back down to the crash scene, as a local correspondent

430

had reported they were completing the emergency
repairs to the track and they wanted film of the first
train passing the disaster scene for the National T.V.
news bulleun at 1.45. I packed a silent camera into
my car and drove 16 mules to the scene. It was 10.30
and back at the studios, the morning editorial conference
was going into session. At this, all the Heads of the
Departments concerned with the day’s news pro-
grammes, met for a quick post-mortem on the previous
evening’s bulleuns, and a first run-through on the
possible stories for the day. It was decided that in
order to get my film back in time for the lunch-time
news, 1t would be necessary to use a special B.B.C.
Despatch Rider to ride part of the way towards me,
collect my film and rush back through the traffic to
the studios for processing. I reached the railway lines
and started to film the gangs of workmen clamping
down the fresh rails. Shots had also to be taken of
the wrecked coaches again and close-ups of the men
working. Quick close-ups or cut aways, are very
important to news filming for the Film Editor has to
fit thuis film together very quickly and to whatever
length 1s specihied by the Conference. These quick
shorts are the snippets which add interest and length
when necessary. Just a single shot of the first train
passing would be very boring without the other shots
of the workmen and the crashed coaches.

Once I finished, I instantly rang the studios to find
out whether to drive the film into the studios, send it
by express train, or, as in this case, meet with a Despatch
Rider. The chosen rendezvous was to be at Beacons-
held some 36 miles cross country for me and about

25 miles from the studios. The Rider then took the
film 1nto the laboratories and it was processed, while
my notes on the film were read by the Editors giving
them some idea of what to expect. The processed film
was then rushed into the viewing theatre where it was
run through once for the Duty Editor, the Film Editor
and the scriptwriter, who having seen it, went quickly
to the studio and wrote the final version of the story.
1he Editors knew what time/length was required and
the film was cut into shape. In the actual studios the
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