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Sets B and C combine to form
this 4 lane layout. 28+ f{t. of

W I I I | figure-8 track. Area of layout

X.100 Set A. 81/- 6 ft. of track using small 716" x 407,
radius (Inner) curves and two cross-overs,

Area ot layout—36" x 15,

TRADE MARK REGISTERID

///f
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X.110 Set B. 101/3 125 ft. of figure-8 track,
using small radius (Inner) curves. Area of | .
layout—66" x 257, CHAMPION! That's the electrically powered racing track system! Now

you can hold exciting races with two or four cars zooming round—in your

own home!
CHAMPION gives you great scope to prove your driving skill. Learn how to
take bends, hills and when to accelerate along the straight. In fact, develop

real driving sense and skill just like a race ace!
Choose from three strongly made CHAMPION sets. Each has two realistic

models of famous racing cars with articulated steering, a complete two-lane

circuit and two speed controllers.
You can build up from your first set to a four-lane racing circuit ot any length

X.120 Set C. 131/9 16 ft. of figure-8 track, quite inexpensively as CHAMPION track costs less than any nther. make,
using large radius (QOuter) curves. Area of There's a range of low priced accessories too! Bridges, crash barriers, cars
layout—=83" % 23", and if any car part should wear out, you can easily replace it like a real

mechanic from a whole range of spare parts! And Corgi Kits and figures are
ideal background settings for your CHAMPION layouts.
Race along to your local toy shop now! Go CHAMPION!'

GRAND PRIX RACING
AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!

Playcraft

X.350 E-Type Jaguar X.361 Ferrari Form- X.353 Mercedes 300 X.360 BRM Formula
Sports. Length 44°. ula 1. Lengeth 44°. SL Hard Top. Length 1. Length 43". 20/1d.
20/2d. Also hard top 10/2d. Also in plated 44°. 20/24d. Also Also in plated finish

version. fimish 21/3d. open sports version. at 21/3d,. SEE Them a“ at yﬂur mﬂdel Shﬂp!




BEATTIES .- LONDON

WORLD-WIDE MAIL ORDER

THE SOUTHGATE HOBBYSHOP
5 THE BROADWAY, LONDON, N.14

PALmers preen 4258

tarly closing Thurs.

TRI-ANG-HORNBY
-IIDG" & ll.TTl'l'

We hold stocks in great depth
| and normally have everything
on demand. Supplies may be
difficult this Christmas.

“INTER-CITY EXPRESS 127/9

“FREIGHTMASTER" 111/1
CO-CO Diesel Electric 55/9
E3001 BO-BO Electric  68/5

4-6-0 HALL CLASS 60/4

MINIC OO ROADWAY
& RACING

For the racing enthusiast with
limited space and to go with
the OO/HO railway systems.
We hold the stocks of sets
and track.

. T el N G, T TEE o - “— - — —

MODEL.- LAND

BUILDING KITS
British designs for British

layouts. Easy to build and fully
coloured.

TRIX & MINITRIX—
00 & N

Two modern systems as well
as service for those with old

Trix.
HORNBY DUBLO

B

2 & 3 RAIL
We still stock NEW track and
Rolling Stock. See list for

range and prices.
LONE STAR OO0O
RAILWAYS

All shops stock both the toy
and electric systems.

L T e T RN === r—

EGGERBAHN HOn
RAILWAY

Within the limits of availability
we try and hold full stocks of

all items.

MINITRAINS—HOn
We stock locos and rolling
stock to run on PECO HOn

track.

MARKLIN AUTOMATIC
RLY
We normally have complete

stocks including the HAMMO
2 Rail locomotives.

FLEISCHMANN SUPER
TRAINS
We hold large stocks of this

superb 2 rail system but we
are faced with replacement
prﬂhiems
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FALLER & VQLLMER

KITS
These are the finest building

kits from Germany and we can

normally supply at all shops
and by mail order.

LONDON SHOWROOM-—112 High Holborn, W.C.1.
(opposite the Holborn tube station) HOLborn 6285

AMAZING DEVELOPMENTS
AT 112 HIGH HOLBORN

(1) NEW SHOWROOM PROVIDES THREE TIMES
DISPLAY AND SERVICE SPACE.

(2) NOW BRITAIN’S LARGEST MODELSTOREWITH
HUGE STOCK OF TRAINS, CARS, ETC.

(3) 80 FT SLOT RACING TRACK FOR TESTING
1/32 AND 1/24 SCALE CARS.

(4) OPEN DAILY 9-6 TUESDAY TO SATURDAY
(Closed all day Monday).

NO PARKING PROBLEMS
ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON

NEW GENERAL PRICE LIST 1/-

We have produced a comprehensive general price list for all
the products sold at our shops and by Mail Order. A 2/-
voucher will be sent with each Price List.

NEW RAILWAY CATALOGUE Ready mid-November 2/-
NEW RACING CATALOGUE Ready now RO | -
“BEATTIE EXPRESS"™ 1/- Annual subscription 10/-

BEATTIES RACEWAY

SOUTHGATE, N.14

This 84 ft, 6 lane track for1/32ndand 1/24th scale cars has proved

tremendously popular. Racers of all ages come to The
SOUTHGATE RACEWAY to try out their fastest cars and test

the latest controllers. The charge is 6d per session on ordinary
days and 1/- on Saturdays. Clubs for 1/32nd and 1/24th scale
held nightly.

SOUTHGATE SERVICE

At SOUTHGATE in addition to the RACEWAY there is our
remarkable Train Shop and Pastime Showroom and, of course,

the SECONDHAND SUPERMARKET where you can save
money in extending your layouts. SOUTHGATE and

HOLBORN are on the Piccadilly Tube and they are less than
30 mins apart.

MANCHESTER SERVICE

Mr. WARD and his friendly staff serve a wide area of Lancs
and West Yorkshire. The shop is not large but the stock is
exceptional and the SERVICE quite unusual. Try it.

MANCHESTER SHOWROOM-—28 Corporation Street
BLAckfriars 0229

SLOT-RACING
EQUIPMENT

by SCALEXTRIC

We carry very large stocks
but supplies have been re-
stricted in favour of the export
market.

by AIRFI X

Full stocks of sets and track
and car Kkits.

by REVELL
Revell Raceway [rack,

and car kits.

by COX & MONOGRAM
All the best from America for
1/32nd and 1/24th scale.

by RACEWELL

Full range of spares.

cdars

FLEXIBLE RAILWAY
TRACKS

we stock in quantity:—
PECO STREAMLINE and
PECO PRODUCTS

GEM and FORMOWAY

HAMMANT & MORGAN
SUPER POWER UNITS

We stock and recommend this
excellent range of products.

B e — E—— S —

“BIG, BIG” TRAIN SETS,
LOCOS & ACCESSORIES

BEATIPOINTS FOR
“BIG BIG”

Left or right hand—each 15/-
available from stock.

PLASTIC MODEL KITS,
HIGH QUALITY
BOAT KITS

by Steingraber, Billing, etc:
Full range at Holborn.

We also sell at Holborn and by

post CORGIS, DINKYS,
IMPEYS, SPOT ON, MATCH-
BOX CARS “TOUCH TAPE-
STRY" and “PAINTING by
NUMBERS" etc.

e e e e e — e "SEEES-SREEENNRE

MAMOD LIVE STEAM
MODELS

TRACTIONENGINE107/6

Steam Roller and Steam En-
See the full list.

gines.

- — —— —_— —

POSTAGE in U.K. under 20/-,

2[]-; under 40/-, 2/6; under
60/-, 3]/-; over 60/-, 3]6 per
parcel.




Only Scalextric gives you 8 lane racing

Fvery Scalextric set comes packed with thrills! Right piece in the urmlv&.t ine-up-of Formula | and I,
from the smallest two lane set you get fast, exciting, ff_.r:rrm?:m|t|m1 /intage and Production models.
realistic racing and can, step by step, extend to a Now In the Sr.ﬁfth::n:trm range are the supercharged
fabulous 8 lane circuit, RACE-TUNED models,eachwitha ' RACE-TUNED"
Scalextric track i1s flexible, positive locking, easy 1o motor for sensational speed, forward mounted guide
connect and dismantle. It offers the largest range of flag for extra-fast cornering and super-grip tyres for
track sections, including chicanes, change-overs, giant acceleration and braking power

pIt-stops etc. Only Scalextric offers you so much in model motor
When it comes to trackside accessories and range ol rating

cars Scalextric cannot be matched anywhere. Every Scalextric Full Colour Catalogues are obtainable
sar 1s precision built, a thnlling 1,/ 32 scale master from vour Model Shop — Price 1

MINIMODELS LTD - FULFLOOD ROAD - HAVANT - HANTS - ENGLAND

)



FORWARD OR BACKWARD,
JP AND DOWN, LIFT,

SPIN, PULL, PUSH

make your MECCANO
models move with these
New Power Units

MECCANO 6-RATIO GEARBOX MECCANO 6-RATIO GEARBOX

MECCANO STEAM ENGINE
What a fabulous idea for Meccano WITH ELECTRIC MOTOR WITH UNIVERSAL COUPLING

engineers to catch on to—super- now put 6-speed electric power into It's that terrific 6-speed gearbox

efficient steam power to drive off vour Meccano models! Really power- again—this time with superbly de-
rs, chains and pulleys!Working on - ' : '

Jeals, S Y J O ful, sturdy and light, the motor works signed universal coupling that

methylated spirits and water, the o g ot battery or 3-12 volt DC enables you to drive it from any power

MEEEal”D Steam E'H‘QL”EH’HS ahsn]g_le power supply. Speed range 115 r.p.m. source, using a standard Meccano
lever that operates the fly-wheel In ;. 530 r.p.m. off-load at 6 volts. %" diameterspindle.|dealpower units

forward H”dl "E”EFSE directions, H”dd Forward /off/reverseswitch. 7The direct —Meccano EMEBO and ET5R
also controls the running speed. .. . gearbox transmission ratios are Electric Motors.
oy 30/6

Liean, saie, Simpie o aperate. 3:1,6:1,12:1,16:1,32:1,60:1. Gears

ONLY 69/3 may be changed while motor is

running. Foolproof. Simple to operate.
No maintenance required,

ONLY 50/-

at your toy shop now—in smart ‘see-through” packs!

MECCANQ POWER DRIVE

SERIES .Q,

COMPLETE WITH FULL INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

Meccano Ltd., Binns Rd., Liverpool



There's skill and know-how behind the production
of every single piece of Solarbo Balsa—specially
graded and selected for modelling use. That's why
Solarbo Balsa is recognised the world over as the

best you can buy. It costs no more, but gives you that
little extra in quality.

BLOCK ...

Balsa block is widely used for large
carved and shaped components, being
very easy to work. A 36”7 length of 27 x
2" block weighs only 8 to 18 ounces,
depending on grade, The lighter, softer
grades are generally preferred.
SOLARBO block is characterised by

accurate cutting and top quality.

SHEET ...

Sheet Balsawood is the basic ‘stock’
material for cut-out parts, planking,
sheetwood covering, etc., etc. Stiffness
Is governed by the ‘cut'. Standard
sizes are 36" long by 3”7 or 4" wide, in
thicknesses from 1/32° to 47
SOLARBO sheet is 'satin finish',

minimising need for final sanding.

STRIP . ..

otrip lengths are for making frames of
all kinds, assembled easily and rapidly
with quick-drying Balsa cement. Stand-
ard length is 36" in a wide variety of
square and rectangular sections from
1/16” sq. upwards. Accurate cutting is
a feature of SOLARBO strip, plus

Balsa selection for maximum strength

o e e o e

4. .. FREE PLAN

Here's a simple TEMPERATURE
CONVERSION SCALE you can make
from Solarbo Balsa, giving you in-
stant conversion from “C to "F, and
vice versa. For a FREE PLAN and
instructions, return this coupon to-
gether with a foolscap envelope (or
larger) on which you have written
your name and address and put a
4d. stamp.

Name

Address

@ D b SOLARBO LIMITED
COMMERCE WAY

(OUEENPPLo)(0)  commeRce way

\naes ' HE BEST BALSA YOU CAN BYY

ALWAYS ASK FOR IT BY NAME

4

IN BATTERY OPERATED TOYS

The power you want just when you want it!
That's an Ever Ready Battery for you. It maintains
its voltage in battery operated toys for at least four
times longer than standard batteries. Insist on Ever
Ready High Power Batteries. .. for longer life!

HIGH POWER
BATTERIES

proved for Ionger life!

The Ever Ready Co (GB) Ltd «- Ever Ready House
1255 High Road - Whetstone - London N20 - Tel: Hillside 8877




READY -TO-FLY
SCALE CONTROL LINE MODELS

Realistic in flight, authentic in detail and easy to hanale.

Each model ready for action. Packed complete, with the
world famous COX easy starting dependable engine, nylon propelier,
control handle and control lines.
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PT 19 FLIGHT TRAINER £6.1.3 FLEDGLING £4.13.10

A highly manoeuvrable low wing trainer plane for beginner
or advanced pilot. 16” wingspan with tricycle undercarriage,
clear plastic canopy, plus authentic detail and markings. As
well as being easy to fly, this plane can go through the most
complicated manoeuvres demanded by the advanced pilot.

This is the ideal model to start control line flying with. 22”
wingspan with built-in ‘crashproof’ features. Takes the

beginner from first flights to primary stunt,up to advanced
manoeuvres.

landing gear doors, auxiliary tanks,

OTHER EXCITING SPITFIRE £7.12.2

Trim, fast and manoeuvrable. Scale
details include cockpit interior, under-
wing radiator and oil cooler, wing-
mounted cannon, etc. Wingspan 23".

STUKA DIVE-BOMBER £7.12.2
23%” wingspan action-packed scale
model which drops bombs in flight...
canopy opens...machine gun swivels...
visible fuel gauge.

A25 CURTIS BOMBER £7.1.9
Scale detail includes underwing rockets,

COX MODELS INCLUDE:

authentic canopy — plus the waorking
feature of bomb dropping in flight.
Wingspan 20°.

SB2C HELL-DIVER £7.1.9

Special working features include working

ejector seat with parachute descent by
pilot, retractable decklanding hook for

Carrier landings, etc. Wingspan 20°.

P51 MUSTANG £6.13.11
High performance model with rubber
band reassembly feature. New combat-

real finish and decoration.

See these amazing planes at your local shop or send a stamped addressed envelope for
a FREE copy of the COX Ready-to-fly scale control line leaflet to:—

A. A. HALES LTD. (Dept.C?), 26 STATION CLOSE, POTTERS BAR, HERTS.

A Member of the Lines Group
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One day you
tomorrow’s
. - A six-speed tank, d i rl i ners

working clocks,

PUIngs, Gais = you Gail All you have to do is to pass 5 G.C.E.
butld 32 rﬂ_echampa\ subjects at ‘O" level, followed by 2 at
marvels with Philips ‘A’ level, and you must include English
new ME1Z200 Language, Maths and a Science subject
Vechanical Engineer at either ‘O’ or ‘A’ level. Then, when you
Kit—£f9176 are 18, you could commence your course

. of training to be an airline pilot with
Or build 3 burgfar BOAC or BEA.

alarm, morse code Here is some information for Dad. The

trainer, E|EEI(DHiE BOAC/BEA Joint Pilot Training Committee
0rgdn, detective s pay for the training, and grants are avail-
‘ear’ and many other able _frqm your I__r::r;al Education Authﬂritﬂf.
fabulous working The initial training course lasts approxi-
- mately 18 months.
models with e . |
Phi[iI]S Clectronic This I1s a wmnFier_i‘ul opportunity and 1s
. : well worth thinking about. You could
cngineer Kits enjoy the challenging life of an airline pilot,
L0 a high salary and an excellent pension
(8 models) - £5.4.6. scheme to make it all worthwhile.
tEZ0 Start preparing for those vital G.C.E.
(21 models) - £8.9.6 subjects now. |
(or add Lit A20 to the Fnr fLH“[hEFh deE:Is Eé‘ld adulrn::?, plegse
CEB — makes 13 extra write 1o the 1Ot areer Intormation

Officer, (D7), The College of Air Training.
models, costs £3.9.0). ' Hamble, Southampton.

- - e RN ; ShDW Dad hUW "I_J'DU
RO, ,;'-'7j .'ﬁ buildatransistorradio !
B e RN LI AT D T T s ~Phili JIN REZ Radio 7— BOAC m B E A

b (—&T j'f'.:éi' Engineer Kit makes a
o *_ - - Hivt -'HIJ'" - ‘

= 3-transistor medmm
-, wave radio with

loudspeaker and
N cabinet—16.19.b.

o ol s The RET kit makes @
e S 2 (rans ] SLOT I3 d 10 WI [h

Controlto ) fm
"""""" -19.9.b.

Red Leader. » §
'{\ %en;’iégdﬁ " - . BCD[‘HE in Red Leader

L o W ﬁ i utld an exciting two-
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You get more for your money when
you buy Playcratt Railways. Your first
set can cost as little as 19/9d. and now
there are 13 fabulous sets to choose

Ir
c”EA‘ ER B Y irom. All the sets are perfect replicas
of British and Continental railways—

unbeatable for their stunning realism
and watch-like precision. And the
terrific range of accessories, rolling

stock, and rails still cost less than any
other make.

Build that big layout for a small
outiay — today.

P.853. S.N.C.F. B.B. 66150
Diesel Loco, (8-wheel drive).

W - iz L , ST -
S5 /ATETE B o NEmEmEN Price 66/-
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— e | _ Panoramic Rail Car.

Price 62/9d.
P.663. Operating Crane
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g I Wagon Set. Price 50/3d.
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P.335. B.R. Restaurant/
Kitchen Car. Price 8/7d.

~.663. P.330.

THE ONLY TRAINS WORTH CATCHING
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List No. 1173a

List No. 797 List No. 474

List No. 1456 & List No. 1150

sports liIne-up ... just a handful of the exercising gear par
excellence produced by Terry's: the people who work wonders with

springs. All these items are stocked by any good sports shop. Only orders

over £1 can be sent direct to the makers.

List 1173a Sculling exerciser: £12.12.3. - List 797 Dumb-bells: from 15/9 per pr.
List 474 Five-in-one combination: size 2—42/6, size 3-44/10, size 4-49/5 each.
List 1456 Junior Home Gym Kit 34/11 - List 1150 Pocket Wrist exerciser: 2/11 ea.

MADE ONLY =32 Y HERBERT TERRY & SONS LIMITED ' REDDITCH h WORCS




recent, current and forthcoming
features and if you're lucky vou
may meet some of the people
who produce vour favourite
hobby magazine.

Among other exhibits, there
will be a working model railway
of unusual layout—the step-by-
step construction of which will
be fully described and illustrated
during the coming year, com-
| mencing with the Januaiy 1ssue.

Stand visitors will also be able to
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ON THE COVER :; The barrier of the
rally checkpoint rnses, and the
Jagquar and Mercedes roar away
on the next stage of an exciting

Magazine cover dates can be so
confusing. This 1s the December
iIssue, but i1t's published 1n
November:; nevertheless we al-
ways think of 1t as our Christmas
issue even though there’s another
Meccano Magazine published
before December 25th! Perhaps
it’s the inescapable association
of December and Christmas
that inspires this anomaly but
there are also some practical
reasons. Christmas 1s only five
weeks away and now 1s the time
to buy all those presents (or
drop hints about what presents

vou would like to receive). So, 1n

this month’s Meccano Magazine
you will find a number of our
features offer helpful suggestions
along these lines and besides the
250 free Zodiac* cars (see page
37) you can get vourself a free
three-bladed craft knife too—
(details are on page 58). Next
month it will be almost too late
to think of buying presents but
the January Meccano Magazine
(out on December 17th) will

try their luck at winning one of
designer Ray Malmstrom’s ori-
ginal flying models (illustrated
below), full size plans for which
we are also including in the
magazine. The model power
boats featured in the give-away
January plan will be there and a
free craft knife will be presented
to every stand visitor who places
a new magazine subscription.
You will also be able to study
our original plastic model con-
versions that have inspired so
much favourable comment and
musically-inclined visitors will
be invited to have a go on our
Meccano Magazine electronic
organ, hundreds of which are
currently being constructed from
the recent magazine series.
Meccano fans will be fasci-
nated by a working model
Spiralograph which will be pro-
ducing intricate geometric pat-
terns and the January issue will
include full constructional de-
tails. There will be lots more
surprises for you to see as well!

road rally. This 1s a scene from the ; '
] So come along to the Empire

Hall, Olympia—we're on the
first floor—and we’'ll be de-
lighted to meet you.

* Due to last minute production
difficulties the model offered in
this month’s special Dinky 1oy

include a present for all of you—
read on!

Volume 52 begins 1n four
weeks time and we are then
launched into the second half of
Meccano Magazine's first cen-
tury. It 1s therefore fitting that

Minic 'Checkpoint Bravo™ Rally Set.
Read more about Minic Hallying

on page 22.

Dinky |oys 10 we should mark the occasion In Competition had to be changed
Fury 12 some way and so, by popular after last month’s editorial an-
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CHRIS JELLEY

GREAT NEW FORD TRANSIT COMMERCIAL - EXC

ABOVE LEFT

Just one of the manv versions in which the real Ford
Transit Van is available

ABOVE RIGHT
The VW 1600 TL as it appears in real life

OPPOSITE PAGE TOP

These examples of the new Dinky Volkswagen not only
Illustrate the numerous action features fitted to the model,
but also show the fine detall present. Note, particularly,
the wheels.

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM

A model to delight commercial vehicle fans is new Dinky
Toy No. 407 Ford Transit Van
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said a spokesman for
recently when talking
about the new Dinky Toys models of the
Volkswagen 1600 TL Fastback and Ford Transit
Van, hot olf the production lines when this article
was written. I'm not sure I like his turn of
phrase, but I fully understand the point he was
irving to make. Broadly speaking, most die-cast
model collectors can be split into two main groups
—those who prefer private cars and those who
go 1n for commercial vehicles. These latest
Dinkys cater for both groups. Mind vyou, |
suspect that Meccano also had an eye to eood
business. As | have mentioned on several
occasions in the past, more than half the produc-
tion of the company i1s exported, with a zood
proportion of the exports going to the Continent,
and I'll bet that the fact that the original of one
of the models happens to be a Continental car 15
deliberate rather than coincidental. ‘Fair enough.’
| say. After all, 1’s only right that Continental
collectors, who buy such a lot of models, should
be borne in mind when new models are on the
stocks.

Anyway, 1rrespective of its nationality, the
Dinky Volkswagen 1600 TL i1s well worth buying

“W}'E aim to please,’
Meccano Limited

for its own sake. Numbered 163, it’s an action-
packed model in the best Dinky Toy tradition,
Features present not only include the now almost
standard opening bonnet, detalled engine, opening
boot, suspension, windows and interior fittings, but
also openng ‘upholstered’ doors, tipping seat-
backs, plated bumpers and baseplate, jewelled
headlamps and Continental-style number plates,
Perhaps the most iteresting feature of all, how-
ever, from the connoisseur's point of view, is the
wheels. These are entirely new and are very
well detalled representations of the wheels fitted
to the real-life car. The doors, too, are worthy
of special note. You may have noticed on other
models fitted with opening doors that only the
lower half of each door 1s present, the window
surrounds having been omitted. Not so in the
case of the Volkswagen. The whole door is
mcluded and the complete unit, of course, opens.
Strangely enough, the only other Dinky sporting
this feature 18 No. 129 Volkswagen 1300 Sedan—
the famous ‘Beetle’. It seems to be a family
trait !

[t’s worth remembering, incidentally, that, like
most other Volkswagens, the 1600 has a reai-
mounted ‘engine’, with a luggage compartment




under the bonnet. Fine body detaill 15 well up
to standard, including door handles, guttering and
engine air-intakes above the rear wheels, while
rear-view mirror and windscreen wiper representa-
tions appear on the windscreen moulding. Along
cach side of the model, running 1ts entire length,
1Is a raised line representing what, on the actual
car, 18 a chrome strip. The engine, by the way, 1S
mounted beneath the floor of the boot. Under
normal circumstances, of course, this wouid
prevent 1t from being seen, so the boot has been
given a transparent floor—problem overcoime!
Finish is in a striking red gloss with off-white
interor,

In my opimion the real VW 1600 TL Fastback
1S an extremely attractive car, although | must

admit that the lack of a radiator grille takes a bt
of getting used to. The long, sloping fastback gives
the vehicle a sleek powerful appearance which 15
well deserved.

only 84 m.p.h.,

Admittedly, 1ts maximum speed 1S
but 1ts performance up to this

safer handling.
not connected with safety,
the fact that all four wings are bolted in position
instead of bemng welded.
wings to be removed and new wings fitted easily
and quickly.
on, making the replacement of a damaged door
extremely easy.
summed up by the
‘modern, practical and sensible’.

with the
appearance, No.
really 1s a fantastic model—not only because i1t’'s
an exact reproduction of a brand new and ultra-
modern vehicle, but also because it's got opening

Another pomt which, although
| found interesting 1s

This allows damaged
Even the door hinges are screwed

the whole car can be
mnnuhluurua words,

In short,

Ford Transit Van

Commercial vehicle followers will be delighted
other new Dinky Toy to make 1ts
407 Ford Transit Van. 1his

doors all round the place! Both rear doors, a
wide loading door min the near-side of the van
body, driver's door—they all open! Never

In real life, the Ford Transit was first intro-

duced to Britain and the world in October 1965.
Since then it has become a world best seller.
Ford Motor Company believe that its fantastic
success is due largely to the opportunities it gives
operators to ‘tailor’ vehicles exactly to the job they
have to do. As Fords put 1it,
OVCET
wheclbase
from 12 to 35 cwt. The list of options, alternatives
and vanams 15 so long that every shopkeeper,
contractor,
candlestick or
special requirements in the Ford Transit'.

1he

‘the Transit provides
S00 basic specification variants—on (wo
lengths and six pay-load categories

ambulance driver, builder, baker or
holidaymaker can find his own

It should be stressed that a lot of the ‘500 basic

specification variants’ are very minor things such
as colour
View
quite
categories,
lengths.

radiator blind, interior rear-
mirror, etc., but a lot of the vanants are

outstanding, the six different payload
for example, or the two wheeibase
The short wheelbase versions can be 12,

schemes,

ITING NEW OLKSAG EN 1600 TL FASTBACK!

It also has a very good climb-
ing ability, being capable of negotiating a 1 In
2.2 hill in the lowest of its four forward gears.

speed 1s excellent,

Power 1s supplied by a 4-cylinder engine of
1,584 c.c. capacity that develops a power oulput
of 65 b.h.p. at 4,600 r.p.m. Twin carburettors are
fitted as standard.

As already mentioned, the engine 1s mounted
beneath the boot—not 1n it—which leaves the
boot free for luggage. This, coupled with the
luggage compartment under the bonnet, adds up
1O an enormous amount of luggage space.

Described as a ‘Five-seater Sedan’, the vehicle
as a whole mcorporates many useful safety
features, including disc brakes on the front wheels,
safety glass all round and little indicator repeaters
at the sides, which flash in conjunction with the
respective main indicators. Side repeaters of this

lype are rare on British cars and [ can never
understand why, They're very useful safety
features, enabling anybody at the side of the

vehicle, out of sight of the front/rear indicators.
to see which way the car 1s turning.

| The luggage compartments, themselves, also
increase safety, as they allow better weight
distribution when the car is loaded, resulting |

before has a Dinky Toy Commercial Vehicle been
able to boast four opening, die-cast doors, but as
if this wasn’t enough, all the doors open correctly,
those at the rear and near-side hinging outwards
while the driver's door actually shdes backwards

and forwards!

hasn't stopped with the
doors, however. Also included are windows,
seats, steering wheel, van floor, new-type wheel
centres, jewelled headlamps, and even suspension,
a feature not often fitted to Dinky commercials.
Working on the theory that the bigger the model,
the easier it 1s to fit opening doors, you may
think that the Transit Van has been made over-
size so as to accommodate everything, This 1s
not the case. It 1s produced to the now standard
scale (wherever possible) of 1 : 42, therefore, 1
IS in exact proportion to most other Dinky Toys
in the range. All the same, it's a good substantial
model being 412 in. long by 1§ in. wide with an
overall height of 2 in. Fimished in a very attractive
colour scheme of light blue with red interior and
white roof, it carries ‘Kenwood’ transfers on the
sides. Kenwood, of course, are the well-known
manufacturers of domestic appliances such as
food mixers, etc.

Attention to detail

17 or 22 cwt. payload carriers in a choice of five
different bodies. while the long wheelbase models
sport 25, 30 or 35 cwt. ratings, also in a choice
of five bodies. In addition, there are 9, 12 and
] S-seater buses, plus chassis-cab, chassis-wind-
screen and Kombi versions. The chassis-cab and
chassis-windscreen models are ntended to take
special bodies, whereas the Kombi 1s a combina-
tion of van body with dual passenger seat and
bus windows, providing ‘a first-rate basis for
conversion to motornsed caravan, personnel
carrier or ambulance at hittle extra cost'.

All standard short wheelbase versions are
powered either by a compact V-4 petrol engine of
1,663 c.c. capacity that develops 73 b.h.p. at 4,750

r.p.m., or by a 4-cylinder in-line diesel engine of
1,621 c.c. capacity, developing 42.3 b.h.p. at 3,600
r.p.m. The standard long wheelbase models arc

powered by a 1,996 c.c. V-8 unit that develops a
gross power output of 85.5 b.h.p. at 4,750 r.p.m.
Transmission on all models 1s to the rear wheeils
via a 4-speed fully synchromesh gearbox.

Footnote: The Dinky Ford Transit Van 18
based on the standard long wheelbase van., Given
free with each model is a 7% in. by 2} in. car
window transfer, illustrating the new road signs.

11




In the Hart, the Hawker
company had produced

the fastest bomber

of its time. All that
was now required was
a fighter that could
catch it. This month
John W. R. Taylor

tells the story of the

AMGNG the many achievements
that could be claimed by the

old Hawker company and their great
chief designer, Sir Sydney Camira,
was that they produced the first
R.A.F. combat aircraft able to
exceed, successively, 200 m.p.h.,

300 m.p.h. and 400 m.p.h. The
machine which started this unique

string of ‘firsts’ was the Fury
biplane.
In the August 1966 Meccano

Magazine, 1 told the story of the
Hawker Hart bomber. When this
entered service, it was so fast that
it could outfly even the best R.A.F.
fighters of the time. It was so good,

in fact, that the Air Mimstry had
to scrap the whole generation of
new prototype fighters that had
been designed to Specification
F.20/27. With their bulky radial
engines, they would clearly have
been no match for bombers like the
beautifully-streamlined Hart.

This was fine for Hawkers.
Having produced a bomber that
could outstrip all the fighters, they
next offered the Air Ministry the
only fighter able to catch their
bomber.

They did this by redesigning, at
their own expense, the little single-
scat biplane that they had built to
the original F.20/27 Specification.
Instead of the clumsy 450 h.p.
Jupiter radial engine, they fitted a
490 h.p. Rolls-Royce F.XIA water-
cooled in-line engine. The result,
inevitably, looked like a scaled-down
Hart, but with only one seat and
without any sweepback on the top
WINng.
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Named the
fighter was displayed in public for
the first time at the 1929 Aero Show
at Olympia, side-by-side with the
Hart, and became the star of the

Hornet, the new

show, After its original engine had
been replaced by a supercharged
F.XIS, 1t proved capable of 205
m.p.h. 1 level thight at a height ot
13,000 ft. The Air Mmistry decided
at once to buy the prototype, which
became JY682, and official tnals at
Martlesham  Heath experimental
station showed that the Hornet's
handling qualites were as pleasing
as its appearance and performance,

Comparative trials against the
Fawrey Firefly 1IM convinced the
Air Mmastry that the Hornet was
the new fighter it needed for bomber
imnterception duties, and Hawkers
recelved an mitial contract for 21 in
August 1930, Before any of these
had been completed, their chief test
pilot, ‘George’ Bulman, flew out to
Yugoslavia in the prototype and
landed the first export order for six
Furies.

Nowadays, when it takes anything
up to six years to develop a fighter
and get it into squadron service, it
1s a httle startling to realise that
Hawkers flew the first production
Fury (K1926) on March 25, 1931, a
mere eight months after the contract
was placed. What 1s more, the
other 20 R.A.F. aircraft and the
six Yugoslav machines all made
their first flights within the follow-
ing three weeks!

There could be no better indication
of the simplicity of the Fury's
design. Its fuselage—Ilike that of
the Hart—consisted of a ‘box’ made

up of round-section steel and
duralumin struts, each rolled 10 a
square section at the ends, so that
they could be bolted or riveted
between flat side plates at the joints.
lThe wmgs had metal spars and
spruce ribs and were fabric-covered,
like the rear fuselage and tail unit,
Armament, unchanged since the
1914-18 War, consisted of a pair of
Vickers machine-guns mounted in
the upper part of the front fuselage.

If we take a photograph of 1he
Fury and cover up its fixed under-
carriage, it looks elegant and <peedy
even by modern standards. In
the early ’'thuties when retract-
able undercarriages were almost
unknown, it was as exciting as the
most advanced supersonic research
aircraft of the present time.

No. 43 Squadron, first to get
Furies in May 1931, demonstrated
the capabilities of their new mounts
in the annual air exercises which
ook place soon afterwards, by
intercepting far more of the
‘attacking” bombers than did the
more numerous Bulldog fighters of
other squadrons. In the following
year, a Fury of the Royal Yugoslav
Air Force won the speed contest at
the Zurich International Aircraft
Meeting by racing round the Alps at
201 m.p.h.

At the annual R.A.F. Displays at

Hendon, Fury Squadrons took over
from Gamecocks and Siskins as the

crack aerobatic teams. No. 25
Squadron, in particular, thrilled the
crowds by completing their entire
routine, from take-off to touchdown,
with their Funes tied together by
elastic ropes with coloured streamers
attached.

The first Furies flown by the
R.A.F. had 3525 h.p. Rolls-Royce
Kestrel 11S supercharged engines. A
total of 117 were built between 1230
and 1935, and were followed by 98
Fury II's with a 640 h.p. Kestrel VI
engine and wheel spats. Top speed
of the Fury II was 223 m.p.h. and
it had, for those days, a phenomenal
rate of climb of 3,200 feet a minute.
Even this did not represent the limit

of the design potential, as the
experimental High - Speed Fury
(K3586) of 1933 could fly at
250 m.p.h.

Except for 1its spatted under-

carnage and sweptback top wing,
the High-Speed Fury looked little
dafferent from the R.A.F. Fury I,
but
foreign air forces

the versions sold to some
introduced so
many changes that they were hardly
recognisable as Furies. The Persians,
for example, bought 16 1n 1933 with
American Pratt & Whitney Hornet

radial engines, which not
spolled the aircraft’s fine lines, but
proved troublesome in service. The
engines suliered from overheating in

the Middle Eastern climate and
the radial-engined Fury also tended
to be nose-heavy. On one occasion,
a Hornet-engined Fury tipped for-
ward on to its nose while taxi-ing
at Martlesham Heath.

The Persians bought a second
batch of Furies later with less bulky
Bristol Mercury radials, and these
proved more popular, remaining in
service until well into the 1940s.
But the finest of the foreign Furies
were undoubtedly the second batch
ordered by Yugoslavia in 1935,
Instead of the old V-strut under-

carnage, these had neat cantilever
main legs, internally-sprung wheels
and low-drag radiators, giving them
a top speed of 242 m.p.h. Therr
armament could also be doubled, by
installing a pair of additional
machine-guns 1n fairings under the
bottom wings,

Three similar aiwrcraft went to
Spain, with 700 h.p. Hispano-Suiza
engines instead of the usual Kestrels,
They arrived just before the out-
break of the Civil War in 1936 ana
achieved the rare distinction of
serving with both the Government
and Nationalist air forces. One
aircraft is even reported to have
changed sides several times, which

shows that 1t must have been
regarded pretty highly as a fighting
machine.

However, the best tribute to the
Fury was probably paid much more
recently., Back i 1960, John lsaacs
of Southampton was looking for a
suitable design for a single-seat light
plane that he could build at home,
He hit upon the i1dea of scaling
down the Fury design, and the
seven-tenths scale Isaacs Fury llew
for the first time on August 30,
1963, powered by a 65 h.p. Walter
Mikron engine. As one would
expect from such a thoroughbred
design, the little biplane flies
beautifully. Plans are available to
other amateur constructor - pilots,
and we may yet see whole squadrons
of Furies in the air again, as iIn

those days when the full-scale
version represented the peak in
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